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FOREWORD 

The year 2007 has been marked by the achievement of a big goal in the Project: for the first time the number of 
wild born chicks has exceeded the number of released birds. 

A demographic study of R. ARLETTAZ, R. ZINK  and other collaborators has showed that there is no more need to 
release birds in the Alps, without affecting the existing reintroduced population. 

Another project of reintroduction is going on in Spain, Andalusia, with promising results. 

New Projects of reintroduction are near to start in Italy, Sardinia, and France, Vercors. 

The main problem is now the poison, being more and more in use, for different reasons, depending on the region. 

But the year 2007 in the Project has been unfortunately also marked by financial troubles: the Frankfurt Zoological 
Society, which for more than 20 years has provided the financial support needed to give for free 144 birds for the 
release, has with full right decided a reduction of its contribution, considering, beside the success of the Project and 
the no more existing need to release, also the development of other Projects in and outside Europe that are among 
its duties. 

In addition to that, the LIFE project came to an end in March and it not has been possible for the moment to find 
another source of funding. 

The creation of a new database for the monitoring has requested a big financial effort to the FCBV and needs the 
signature of new conventions. 

The Foundation has been therefore obliged to revise its policy, asking for contributions to the rearing of the birds to 
be released.  

This has obviously generated a lot of discussions that have been lively and sometimes even unpleasant.

For the first time the Foundation confronts itself with budgets and balances: for the past 25 years, indeed, the 
Foundation did not manage any money, thanks to the FZS, and therefore did not have any balance or budget to 
prepare. 

As President of the Foundation, and although my profession is exactly dealing with that, I frankly feel almost 
embarrassed to have the unpleasant task to be obliged to square the balance of FCBV. 

I count on the comprehension of all of you, partners, supporters, friends, to help the Foundation to go over this 
important step, perfectly knowing that, although there will be difficulties and discussions, we will come, at the end, 
to a common agreement, satisfying for everybody. 

This must happen, for the sake of the Project, and because the continuation of the Project must be as successful as it 
was till now. 

Dr. Paolo Fasce 

President of FCBV 
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Reproduction in 2007                         
By Hans Frey 

Department of Pathobiology, Institute of Parasitology and Zoology, Veterinary Medicine University of Vienna. Veterinärplatz 1, A-1210 Wien. Austria. 
Hans.Frey@vu-wien.ac.at

The Richard Faust Zentrum, Austria 
In 2007, six pairs produced a clutch: 

BG 108065040 x BG 175152153 started reproduction on 5th of December 2006. The second egg was laid on 
11th of December but disappeared on 27th of January. Male BG 511 hatched on 31st of January. 

BG 009 x BG 006019020 started incubation on 11th and 19th of December. Female BG 513 hatched on 3rd

of February in the nest of the parents. 

BG 105161162 x BG 178 laid two eggs on 28th of December and on 3rd of January. BG 517 died during 
hatching in the nest of the parents on 19th of February. Female BG 519 hatched in an incubator on 27th of 
February. This bird needed some help with hatching.

BG 017019021 x BG 070022023 produced two eggs (28th of December and 3rd of January). Male BG 516
hatched on 21st of February, female BG 520 hatched in an incubator on 26th of February. This bird needed 
some help with hatching 

BG 156154155 x BG 104030026 had two eggs on 28th of December and on 2nd of January. Female BG 521
hatched in an incubator on 24th of February. This bird needed some help with hatching.  

BG 199 x BG 107150151 laid their single egg on 4th of January. The embryo died short time before 
hatching.  

Furthermore, the RFZ received BG 530160277 from the Faucounnery du  Puy, France to rear it with the 
help of foster parents. 

••• •  Summary Richard Faust Zentrum 
Six pairs laid eleven eggs. Seven hatched successfully, six were reared and one died short time before 
hatching. Foster parents successfully reared one nestling deriving from a collaborating falconry station 
(Faucounery du Puy, France). 

Breeding Station Haute Savoy, France 
The pair BG 087014010 x BG 054034035 produced one egg on 5th of December 2006,which hatched on 26th

of February 2007 (BG 518087054). 

Pair BG 297086104 x BG 115019021 laid two eggs (27th of December and 3rd of January), but both broke in 
the course of incubation. 

TABLE 1: BREEDING PAIRS IN 2007 
AUSTRIA    
Alpenzoo Innsbruck    
 BG 019 x BG 021 05th Jan 27th Feb (died on 15th May) 
    
Tiergarten Schönbrunn    
 BG 201 x BG 044002003 1st: 22nd Dec disappeared 22nd Feb 

  2nd: 04th Jan 27th Feb (died during hatching) 
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Richard Faust Zentrum    
 BG 108065040 x BG 175152153 1st: 05th Dec 31st Jan 
  2nd: 11th Dec disappeared 27th Jan 

    
 BG 009 x BG 006019021 1st: 11th Dec 03rd Feb 
  2nd: 19th Dec  
    
 BG 017019021 x BG 070022023 1st: 28th Dec 21st Feb 
  2nd: 03rd Jan 26th Feb 
    
 BG 105161162 x 178 1st: 28th Dec 19th Feb 
  2nd: 03rd Jan 27th Feb 
    
 BG 199 x BG 107150151 04th Jan Embryo died 
    
 BG 156154155 x BG 104030026 1st: 28th Dec 24th Feb 
  2nd: 02nd Jan  
    
FRANCE    
Breeding Centre Haute-Savoie    
 BG 087014010 x BG 054034035 05th Dec 26th Feb 
    
 BG 297086104 x BG 115019021 1st: 27th Dec broken 
  2nd: 03rd Jan broken 
    
Faucounery du Puy    
 BG 160154155 x BG 277018272 08th Feb 01st Apr 
    
GERMANY    
Hannover Zoo    
 BG 080019021 x BG 081004027 26th Feb broken 
    
Tierpark Berlin    
 BG 294017070 x BG 292199107 1st: 21st Jan 16th/17th Mar 
  2nd: 26th Jan 22nd Mar (died 24th Mar) 
    
Nuremberg Zoo BG 018019021 x BG 272161162 1st: 30 Dec egg died 
  2nd: 07 Feb 02nd Apr (disappeared) 
    
Wuppertal Zoo    
 BG 043019021 x BG 040034035 01st  Jan infertile 
    
KAZAKHSTAN    
Almaty Zoo    
 BG 159 x BG 270 no data received ? 
 BG 310 x BG 157154155 no data received ? 
SPAIN    
Centro de Cría Guadalentín    
 BG 286 x BG 153 1st. 10th Dec 08th Feb 
  2nd: 15th Dec ? 
    
 BG 371105178 x BG 103065040 1st: 06nd Feb infertile 
  2nd: 14th Feb infertile 
    
Centre de Fauna Valcallent    
 BG 124131132 x BG 041034035 1st: 21st Dec 13th Feb 
  2nd: 28th Dec embryo died 
  3rd: 06th Jan embryo died 
  4th: 18th Jan embryo died 
    
SWITZERLAND    
Breeding Centre Goldau/Rigi    
 BG 174134135 x 118154155 1st: 06th Jan 28th Feb 
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  2nd: 14th Jan 07th  Mar (euthanized on 12rd Mar) 
    
 BG 060034035 x BG 091005006 29th Jan broken (middle of March) 
    
La Garenne Zoo    
 BG 034 x BG 130150151 1st: 26th Dec broken (11th Jan) 
  2nd: 11th Feb 07th Apr 
    
Bern Zoo    
 BG 148019021 x BG 142009041 29th Jan infertile 
    
TS-REPUBLIC    
Liberec Zoo    
 BG 180161162 x BG 274 10th Dec 02nd Feb (died after hatching) 
    
Chomutov Zoo    
 BG 340018272 x BG 338134135 17th Feb ? 
    
Ostrava Zoo    
 BG 207017070 x BG 233122118 13th Feb broken (04th Mar) 

••• •  Summary Breeding Station Haute Savoy 

Two pairs laid three eggs, one of which hatched and grew up successfully (BG 518). 

Breeding Centre Goldau/Rigi, Switzerland 
BG 174134135 x BG 118154155 laid two eggs on 6th and 14th of January. The first hatched on 28th of 
February (male, BG 524), the second on 7th of March but had to be euthanized on 12th of March (BG 525, 
yolk sack infection). 

The single egg of BG 060034035 x BG 091005006 was laid on 29th of January but broke during incubation 
in the middle of March. 

••• •  Summary Breeding Centre Goldau/Rigi, Switzerland 
Two pairs laid three eggs, two of which hatched. One nestling was reared successfully (BG 524), the 
other (BG 525) had to be euthanized. 

Breeding Centre Centro de Cría Guadalentin (CCG), Spain 
Pair BG 286 x BG 153 produced two eggs (10th and 15th of December). BG 514 hatched on 8th of 
February. 

Pair BG 371105178 x BG 103065040 produced two eggs (6th and 14th of February) - both eggs proved to be 
infertile. 

••• •  Summary Breeding Centro de Cría Guadalentin (CCG) 

Two pairs laid four eggs, one of which hatched (BG 514) and was successfully reared. 

Breeding Centre Valcallent - Centre de Fauna Valcallent, Spain 
Pair BG 124131132 x BG 041034035 produced four eggs (egg pulling because of behavioural defects of 
female BG 041): 21st and 28th of December, 6th and 18th of January. The first egg hatched on 13th of 
February (BG 515), the remaining three died in the course of incubation.  
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••• •  Summary Breeding Centre de Fauna Valcallent 
One pair produced four eggs, one egg hatched and was successfully reared (BG 515). 

Wassenaar Wildlife Breeding Centre (WWBC) The Netherlands 
Pair BG 077022023 x BG 303009006 did not produce a clutch this year. 

Furthermore the following, already adult pairs did not start to reproduce: 

BG 362 x BG 278, CCG, Spain 
BG 373 x BG 317, CCG, Spain 
BG 313 x BG 330, CCG, Spain 
BG 172 x BG 290, CCG, Spain 
BG 232 x BG 329, CCG, Spain 
BG 145 x BG 276, Breeding Centre Goldau/Rigi, Switzerland 
BG 327 x BG 314, RFZ, Austria 

••• •  Summary - other Breeding Centres 
Seven pairs produced 14 eggs. Five young hatched, four of which were successfully reared, one had to be 
euthanized. Seven adult pairs did not reproduce. 

••• •  Summary - all Breeding Centres together 
Thirteen pairs had a clutch:25 eggs, twelve young hatched, ten of which were successfully reared, one had 
to be euthanized and one died short time before hatching. Seven adult pairs did not reproduce. 

TABLE 2. OFFSPRING IN 2007 
STUDBOOK NO. PARENTAGE SEX BREEDING STATION/ZOO 

    
BG 511 BG 108 x BG 175 m Richard-Faust-Zentrum 

BG 512 1) BG 180 x BG 274 ? Liberec Zoo 
BG 513 BG 009 x BG 006 f Richard-Faust-Zentrum 
BG 514 BG 286 x BG 153 f Centro de Cría Guadalentín 

BG 515 BG 124 x BG 041 m Centre de Fauna Valcallent 
BG 516 BG 017 x BG 070 m Richard-Faust-Zentrum 
BG 517 2) BG 105 x BG 178 ? Richard-Faust-Zentrum 
BG 518 BG 087 x BG 054 f Breeding Centre Haute-Savoie 
BG 519 BG 105 x BG 178 f Richard-Faust-Zentrum 

BG 520 BG 017 x BG 070 f Richard-Faust-Zentrum 
BG 521 BG 156 x BG 104 f Richard-Faust-Zentrum 
BG 522 3) BG 201 x BG 044 ? Schönbrunn Zoo 

BG 523 4) BG 019 x BG 021 ? Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
BG 524 BG 174 x BG 118 m Breeding Centre Goldau 
BG 525 5) BG 174 x BG 118 ? Breeding Centre Goldau 

BG 526 BG 294 x BG 292 m Tierpark Berlin 
BG 527 6) BG 294 x BG 292 ? Tierpark Berlin 
BG 528 BG 034 x BG 130 f La Garenne Zoo 

BG 529 7) BG 018 x BG 272 ? Nuremberg Zoo 
BG 530 BG 160 x BG 277 m Faucounery du Puy 

1) died short time after hatching 
2) died during hatching 
3) died short time after hatching 
4) died with an age of nearly 3 months 
5) was euthanized 5 days after hatching 
6)died two  days after hatching 
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7)disappeared during hatching 

ZOOS 

AUSTRIA

Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
The very old founder pair BG 019 x BG 021 started incubation as from 5th of January. The egg hatched 
on 27th of February (BG 523) but the nestling died on 15th of May by falling down from the nest site.  

Tiergarten Schönbrunn 
BG 201 x BG 044002003 laid two eggs (22nd of December and 4th of January). The first one disappeared 
on 22nd of February, the second hatched but died during hatching (BG 522). 

SWITZERLAND

Bern Zoo 
BG 148019021 x BG 142009041 laid one egg on 29th of January which proved to be infertile. 

La Garenne Zoo 
BG 034 x BG 130150151 had two eggs (26th of December and 11th of February). The first broke on 11th of 
January, the second hatched on 7th of April (BG 528). 

GERMANY

Hannover Zoo 
BG 080019021 x BG 081004027 laid one egg on 26th of February which broke in the course of incubation. 

Tierpark Berlin 
BG 294017070 x BG 292199107 laid two eggs (21st and 26th of January). The first hatched on 16th/17th of 
March (BG 526), the second on 22nd of March (BG 527) but died two days later. 

Nuremberg Zoo 
BG 018019021 x BG 272161162laid two eggs (30th of December, 7th of February). The first died in the 
course of incubation, the second hatched on 2nd of April (BG 529), but disappeared. 

Wuppertal Zoo 
BG 043019021 x BG 040034035laid one egg on 1st of January, which proved to be infertile. 

TSECH REPUBLIC

Liberec Zoo 
BG 180161162 x BG 274 laid one egg on 10th of December, which died after hatching on 2nd of February 
(BG 512). 
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Chomutov Zoo 
BG 340018272 x BG 338134135 laid one egg on 17th of February, which did not hatch. 

Ostrava Zoo 
BG 207017070 x BG 233122118 laid one egg on 13th of February which broke on 4th of March. 

KAZAKHSTAN

Almaty Zoo 
No data received up to now from pairs BG 159 x BG 270 and BG 310 x BG 157154155. 
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PAIRS WITHOUT REPRODUCTION IN 2007 
BG 481 x BG 482, Beograd Zoo, Serbia 
BG 351 x BG 352, Jerez Zoo, Spain 
BG 161 x BG 162, Moscow Zoo, Russia 
BG 375 x BG 322, Ostrava Zoo, Czech Republic 
BG 328 x BG 336, Poznan Zoo, Poland 
BG 192 x BG 212, Wilhelma, Germany 
BG 190 x BG 227, Walsrode, Germany 
BG 076 x BG 303, Wassenaar, The Netherlands 
BG 134 x BG 135, Prague Zoo, Czech Republic 

 . 
••• •  Summary - Zoos 

Eleven pairs produced 15 eggs. Seven young hatched, five of which died, only one survived (BG 528), 
nine pairs did not reproduce.  

Private collaborators 
The pair BG 208150151 x BG 218080081, kept by a private collaborator in Germany did not produce a 
clutch. 

Pair BG 160154155 x BG 277018272 in the Faucounery du Puy, France laid one egg on 8th of February 
which hatched on 2nd of April (BG 539). 

••• •  Total Breeding Centres, Zoos and private collaborators 
A total of 27 pairs produced clutches: 41  eggs were laid, 20 young hatched, of which 12 were succesfully 
reared. 

New participants 

We are happy that it was possible to transfer a young Bearded Vulture pair to Plock Zoo on Poland in 
2007 (www.zoo.plock.pl). 

TRANSFERS - INCREASES - DEATHS 

TRANSFERS

Pair BG 076022023 x BG 303009006 was  transferred from Wassenaar Wildlife Breeding Centre to Parc 
Paradisio, Belgium on 7th of February. 

BG 468223132 x BG 453286153 were transferred from Breeding Centre Gudalentin to RFZ on 23rd of 
March. 

BG 410286153 x BG 412 were transferred from Breeding Centre Guadalentin to Breeding Centre 
Valcallent on 28th of March. 

BG 490080081 x BG 502179281were transferred from RFZ to Plock Zoo, Poland on 12th of April. 

BG 530160277 was transferred from Fauconery du Puy, France to RFZ, Austria for rearing in April. From 
there it was transferred to NP Hohe Tauern, Austria on 12th of July. 

BG 516017070 and BG 520017070 were transferred from RFZ to National Park Mercantour, France, on 21st

of May. 
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BG 526294292 was transferred from Tierpark Berlin to the RFZ and then transferred from RFZ to Swiss 
NP Engadine on 8th of June. 

BG 524174118 was transferred from Breeding Centre Goldau to Swiss NP Engadien on 8th of June. 

BG 528034130 was transferred from La Garenne Zoo, Switzerland to RFZ, Austria on ........ and from there 
to NP Hohe Tauern on 12th of July. 

BG 496080081 x BG 483108175 were transferred from RFZ to Centre Stara Zagora, Green Balkans 
(www.greenbalkans.org), Bulgaria on 14th of July. 

Female BG 513009006 was transferred from Guadalentin to Valcallent on 23rd of August.  

INCREASES

No increases in 2007. 

DEATHS

BG 065, male, founder died on 23rd of June 2007.  
This bird was received on 19th of December 1983 from the city government of Rethymon, Greece. It was 
a rather small and dainty bird. 
On 7th of September 1985, the male was paired with BG 040034035, which proved to be very dominant. To 
accelerate pair bonding, the young birds BG 076034035 and BG 080019021, at this date both 6-7 months 
old, were put into the facility (young birds are dominant over adults on the ground not in the air. The 
immature birds´ dominance helps to diminish the dominance of the adult bird in question). End of 
November, both immature birds were transferred to another aviary as both adults showed harmonic 
behaviour. The first egg was laid in February 1986, but proved to be infertile - as BG 065 has an injured 
left wing (old fracture) he has some problems with copulations. A trial for adoption of a nestling (BG 
091005006, Winnie) middle of April was cancelled because of aggressive approaches of male BG 065
towards the nestling. 

One egg, produced in 1987 did not hatch  - the content was dried. 

In 1988, two fertile eggs were laid, the first died, the second hatched (female BG 103054040). 

In 1989, two eggs hatched without complications and any human help: male BG 108065040 and female (?) 
BG 109065040, “Karl”, released in Nationalpark Hohe Tauern in 1989. 

In 1990, two eggs were laid, one died, the other hatched with human help: male BG 121065040, “Hubsi”. 
This bird did not develop very well, was released in Nationalpark Hohe Tauern, but had to be recaptured 
and died in autumn 1990 from a mycosis. 

In 1991, two eggs hatched, BG 138065040 and BG 139065040, both females, “Nicola” and “Diana” 
respectively, both released in Natonalpark Hohe Tauern, Austria. 

In 1992, two eggs were laid, one disappeared, the second hatched but the hatchling died short time 
afterwards (BG 171065040). 

In the course of autumn 1992, BG 065 was heavily attacked by his female. The pair had to be separated 
and was reunited 3 weeks later. To avoid further attacks by the female, the blind towards the adjacent 
facility was removed and both birds together defended their territory at the fence against the “intruding” 
neighbour. Pair bonding and harmonic behaviour was re-established. 

In 1993, two nestlings hatched (male BG 191065040, “Winfried”, released in Nationalpark Hohe Tauern 
and male BG 194065040, died 17 days after hatching in the nest of foster male BG 005). The pair reared 
nestling BG 193, offspring of pair BG 009 x BG 041. 
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In 1994, one bird hatched (male, BG 219065040, “Republic 7”, which died on 7th of July 1994 at the 
release site Haute Savoie (a female fox had hunted for her cubs....). BG 216009041 was reared by BG 065 
x BG 040. 

On 11th of April, female BG 040034035 had to be removed from the facility because she showed increasing 
aggression towards the male. 

On 7th of August 1994, female BG 178 (founder from Greece and previously kept in the falconry station 
Berlebeck in Detmold, BRD) was transferred to the facility of BG 065. The first few weeks showed a 
promising new pair but the new female too was very dominant and chased the male. So again, he was 
transferred to another female, the old founder BG 003. She too started to chase BG 065 after a few 
weeks, even after he was injured and limped. 

Again, BG 065 was separated until late summer of 1995 but he did not recover very well, and continued 
to limp. Then BG 074004027, hatched in 1987, was transferred to the male in late summer. No fights or 
quarreling were observed but also no signs of pair bonding. But in December sounds of copulations were 
heared (observations were not possible only with the risk of disturbing other brooding pairs). 

One egg was laid on 9th of January 1996. Female BG 074 was found dead on 24th of February. As she had 
stopped brooding on 11th of February, the egg had been transferred to an incubator where it hatched 
(female BG 278, living now in CCG). BG 074 had died from cardiac insufficiency. 

In the course of August 1997, it was again tried to pair BG 065 with BG 178 - with the same results as 
three years before: the female chased the male. 

In July 1998, BG 175152153, born in Tierpark Berlin in 1992, was transferred to BG 065, but this  female 
too chased the male, even in the presence of a dominant young bird. 

In the course of 1999 and early 2000, both birds showed increasing pair bonding and built together at the 
nest but the female still fended off the copulation attempts of the male. They also were seen roosting 
closely together during the night. As this pair did not reproduce, a new female was placed to BG 065 in 
October 2000: BG 137154155, born in Almaty Zoo in 1985. Also this female chased the male. End of 
September 2002, the female was paired with another male because no pair formation was observed.  

On 22nd of June 2003, BG 065 was transferred to the facility of BG 204, Oskar (see AR 2006, p. 11), BG 
065 behaved dominant but not aggressive. For a few weeks, male BG 087014010 was put to BG 065 and 
BG 204. He had to be separated from his female (BG 054), which chased and attacked him. After 2 
months BG 087 returned to BG 054034035. In September, both males started to build nest. In December 
they received a dummy egg, with which BG 065 played around for 10 minutes. The next day, both males 
brooded intensively. Nine days later they received an egg from pair BG 105161162 x BG 178 - both males 
continued to brood. 

In 2004, again a dummy egg was put into the nest - both males started to brood but BG 065 was seen 
playing around with the egg.  

In 2005, the male pair again received an egg dummy for incubation, which was exchanged with BG 
462017070 (female, released as “Escalero” later in the year in NP Hohe Tauern) , which was adopted 
without any problems. 

In 2006, the male pair received BG 495174118 from Breeding Centre Goldau (female, which was released 
as "Temperatio" in Stelvio NP). The nestling reacted rather aggressive on the foster parents but after one 
hour the experienced male pair took care for it. On 16th of August, BG 204, Oskar, died. On 1st of 
September, female BG 389199107, hatched in RFZ in 2002, was transferred to BG 065. Both showed 
rather harmonic behaviour, even nest building and attempts of copulations   were observed.  

Unfortunately, the founder BG 065 did on the 26th of June 2007 from cardiac insufficiency.  
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BG 065 produced a total of 13 offspring. Four of which died as nestling, six have been released (two of 
which died) and three have been included into the breeding network.  

BG 496080081, male, died on 21st of August 2007. This bird hatched in Hannover Zoo, Germany on 1st of 
March 2006. On 7th of September 2006 it was transferred to RFZ and on 14th of July 2007 to Wildlife 
Centre Bulgaria, Stara Zagora, together with female BG 483108175, hatched in RFZ on 24th January 2006. 
There, the male died from aspergillosis but also a trauma, coming from attacks of the female, was 
involved. 

Furthermore, the following nestlings died: 

BG 512180274, died short time after hatching on 2nd of February 2007 in Liberec Zoo, Czech Republic. 
BG 517105178, died during hatching in the nest of its parents on 19th of February in RFZ, Austria. 
BG 521156104 died with an age of 3 months in RFZ, Austria. It fell from the nest and broke its spine. 
BG 522201044 died during or short time after hatching in the nest of its parents in Tiergarten Schönbrunn, 
Austria on 27th of February. 
BG 523019021, died with an age of nearly 3 months on 15th of May in Alpenzoo Innsbruck, Austria. 
BG 525174118, was euthanized in Breeding centre Goldau Switzerland on 12th of March. It suffered from a 
yolk sack infection. 
BG 527294292 died on in Tierpark Berlin Friedrichsfelde, Germany, and 
BG 52901927 in Nuremberg Zoo, Germany, short time after hatching 
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TABLE 3. EEP STOCK IN DECEMBER 2007 
No (m/f) LOCATION Age m Age f PARENTAGE GENERATION REMARKS 

{m/f}/{m/f} m/f 
/157 Almaty  31 /{154/155} /F1

347/ Almaty 7*  wildcaught/ parent/ * handraised 
159/270 Almaty 26 26 wildcaught/wildcaught parent/parent  
310/432 Almaty 12 7 wildcaught/wildcaught parent/parent  
470/ Almaty 1  {159/270}/ F1/  
058/234 Antwerp 24 11 {19/21}/{086/104} F1/F2  
294/292 Berlin Friedrichsfelde 8 8 {017/070}/{199/107} F1/F2  

/503 Berlin Friedrichsfelde  1 /{294/292} /F3/{F1/F2}
298/320 Berlin 8 7 {122/118}/{018/272} F2/F2  
148/142 Bern 15 15 {019/021}/{009/041} F1/(F1/F2)  
481/482 Beograd ? ? wildcaught/wildcaught parent/parent  
286/153 CCG ? ? wildcaught/wildcaught parent/parent  
362/278 CCG 6 9 {080/081}/{065/074} F2/(F1/F2)  
337/317 CCG 7 7 {201/044}/{017/070} (F1/F2)/F2  
313/330 CCG 7 7 {009/006}/{108/119} (F1/F2)/(F3/F2)  
172/290 CCG 14 8 {031/006}/{134/135} (F1/F2)/F1  
232/329 CCG ? 7 wildcaught/{043/040} parent/F2  

/103 CCG  18 /{065/040} /(F1/F2)
/360 CCG  6 /{018/272} /F2

368/ CCG 6*  {159/270}/ F1/ * handraised 
371/ CCG 5  {105/178}/ (F2/F1)/  
391/ CCG 4  {124/041}/ F2/  
223/132 CCG 11 39 {014/010}/wildcaught F1/parent  
410/412 CCG 3 3 {286/153}/wildcaught F1/parent  

/453 CCG  1 /{286/153} /F1
/456 CCG  1 /{286/153} /F1

468/ CCG 1  {223/132}/ (F2/F1)/  
217/ Centre de Fauna Valcallent 12  {051/049)}/ F2/ handraised 
124/041 Centre de Fauna Valcallent 16 26* {131/132}/{034/035} F1/F1 * handraised 
500/ Centre de Fauna Valcallent 1  wildcaught/ parent/  
340/338 Chomutov 7 7 {018/272}/{134/135} (F2/F1)/F1 
160/277 Fauconnery du Puy 24 8* {154/155}/{108/272} F1/F1 * handraised 
145/091 Goldau 15 20 {131/132}/{005/006} F1/F2  
060/276 Goldau 23 9 {034/035}/{199/107} F1/(F1/F2) 
174/118 Goldau 14 17 {134/135}/{154/155} F1/F1  
080/081 Hannover 21 21 {019/021}/{004/027} F1/F1  
087/054 Haute-Savoie 20 24 {014/010}/{034/035} F1/F1  
297/115 Haute-Savoie 8 16 {086/104}/{019/021} (F2/F1)/F1  
454/ Haute-Savoie 1  {108/175}/ (F2/F3)/  
179/281 Helsinki 25 9 {154/155}/{131/132} F1/F1  
203/ Hochlehnert 16  {150/151}/ F1/  
019/021 Innsbruck 40 40 wildcaught/wildcaught parent/parent  
351/352 Jerez 6 6 {017/070}/{086/104} F2/(F2/F1)  
034/130 La Garenne 36 15 wildcaught/{150/151} parent/F1  
180/274 Liberec 21* 15* {161/162}/wildcaught F1/parent *both handraised 
394/397 Monitcello 4 4 {034/130}/{201/044} (F1/F2)/(F1/F2)  
161/125 Moscow 37 16 wildcaught/{009/041} parent/(F1F2)  
342 Moscow 6 6 {159/270} F1 handraised 

No (m/f) LOCATION Age m Age f PARENTAGE GENERATION REMARKS 
{m/f}/{m/f} m/f 
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480/ Nikolaejev 3  wildcaught/ parent/  
018/272 Nuremberg 27* 21* {019/021}/{161/162} F1/F1 *both handraised 
325/322 Ostrava 7 7 {017/070}/{152/153} F2/F1  
207/233 Ostrava 12 11 {017/070}/{122/118} F2/F2  
451/469 Parco Natura Viva 1 1 {108/175}/{018/272} (F1/F3)/(F2/F2)  

/398 Parc Paradisio  3 /{159/270} /F1
134/135 Prague 37 37 wildcaught/wildcaught parent/parent  
328/336 Poznan 7 7 {080/081}/{201/044} F2/(F1/F2)  

031/ RFZ 46  wildcaught/ parent/  
009/006 RFZ 34 28 wildcaught/{019/020} parent/F1  
199/107 RFZ ? 18 wildcaught/{150/151} parent/F1  
017/070 RFZ 27 22 {019/021}/{022/023} F1/F1  

/104 RFZ  18 /{030/026} /F1
105/178 RFZ 18 33 {161/162}/wildcaught F1/parent  
108/175 RFZ 17 14 {065/040}/{152/153} (F1/F2)/F1  

156/ RFZ 23  {154/155}/ F1/  
376/ RFZ 5  {180/274}/ (F2/F1)/  

327/314 RFZ 7 7 {105/178}/{009/006} (F2/F1)/(F1/F2) 
/389 RFZ  4 /{199/197} /(F1/F2)

399/ RFZ 4  {159/270}/ F1/  
414/ RFZ 3  {105/178}/ (F2/F1)/  
437/ RFZ 2  {180/274}/ (F1/F2)/  
444/ RFZ 2  {080/081}/ F2/  
461/ RFZ 1  {199/107}/ (F1/F2)/  

/483 RFZ  1 /{108/175} /(F2/F3)
490/ RFZ 1  {060/276}/ (F2/{F1/F2})/  
496/ RFZ 1  {080/081}/ (F2/{F1/F2})/  
499/ RFZ 1  {031/133}/ (F1/F2)/  

/502 RFZ  1 /(179/281} /(F2/F1)
/381 Riga  5 /{159/270} /F1 handraised 
/209 San Diego  12 /{150/151} /F1

129/212 Stuttgart 16 12 {051/049}/{152/153} F2/F1  
201/044 Schönbrunn-Vienna 18 26 wildcaught/{002/003} parent/F1  
431/436 Tallin 6* 2 wildcaught/{180/274} parent/(F1F2) * handraised 

/319 Tel Aviv-Univ.  7 /{086/104} /(F2/F1)
202/ von Tomme 18  {150/151}/ F1/ handraised 

190/227 Walsrode 13 11 {152/153}/{011/054} F1/F2  
076/303 Wassenaar 21 8 {022/023}/{009/006} F1/(F1/F2)  
043/040 Wuppertal 26* 26 {019/021}/{034/035} F1/F1 * handraised 
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TABLE 4. REPRODUCTION BETWEEN 1978 AND 2007 
228 236 237 242 53 61 68 79 85 97 253 120  141 171 
246 249 251  55 63 69 82 90 98  221  248 176 
257 250 252  57 243 73 83  235  247   177 

 254             187 
              198 
              222 
              255 
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
           4.9.1.    
           244    
           133    
           119 5.6.0. 6.5.0.
          6.4.0. 118 203 149 5.4.1.
   6.2.1.       202 117 130 148 175 
  4.4.0. 179    3.4.1.   107 116 129 147 174 
  160 164    272   106 115 128 146 173 
  46 163   3.3.0. 180 3.3.0. 2.3.1. 105 114 127 145 172 
  45 52   74 137 91 256 104 113 126 144 170 

3.0.1 44 51   72 81 89 96 103 112 125 143 169 
241 43 50 2.1.0. 2.1.0. 71 80 88 95 102 111 124 142 168 

1.1.0. 18 42 49 58 64 70 78 87 94 101 110 123 140 167 
6 17 41 48 56 62 67 77 86 93 100 109 122 139 166 
5 11 40 47 54 60 66 76 84 92 99 108 121 138 165 

1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 
5 8 9 10 10 9 12 13 13 16 17 19 19 22 22 
1 3 5 4 4 4 4 7 4 4 8 10 9 8 9 
               
        Number of egg laying pairs   
        Number of successfully reproducing pairs 
               

nnn Died as nestling nnn Released   nnn Died as juvenile, immature or adult 
nnn For breeding nnn Released and died or lost n.n.n. male.female.sex unknown   

189 211 224 262 280 293 344 358 379 396 428 445 457 458 512 
192  226 265 282 295 343 356  390 423 443 467 485 517 
194   267 284 302 333 353  385 421* 434 471 487 521 

   269   332*   384 419   501 522 
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      331    417    523 
      318    416    525 
      315        527 
              529 
      11.13.1        
      342         
      340         
      339         
      338         
      337         
      336         
      335      6.11.1.
     8.8.1. 330      470   
     307 329      469 8.7.1.
     306 328 9.6.0. 7.6.2.   468 503 

7.6.1. 7.7.0.    305 327 368 408*   466 502 
200 220    304 326 364 405   465 499 
197 219    303 325 363 5.5.2. 402   464 498 6.6.0.
196 218    301 324 362 381 399   463 497 530 
195 217    300 323 361 380 398 3.7.0. 5.5.0. 462 496 528 
193 216    299 322 360 378* 397 426 446 461 495 526 
191 215 2.3.3. 2.5.1. 298 321 359 377 395 424 444 460 494 524 
190 214 2.5.0. 268 285 297 320 357 376 394 422 441 459 493 520 
188 213 234 266 283 296 319 355 375 393 420 440 458 491 519 
186 212 233 264 281 294 317 354 374 392 418 439 456 490 518 
185 210 231 263 279 292 316 352 373 391 415 438 455 489 516 
184 209 229 261 278 291 314 351 372 389 414 437 454 488 515 
183 208 227 260 277* 290 313 350 371 388 413 436 453 486 514 
182 207 225 259 276 289 312 349 370 387 411 435 452 484 513 
181 206 223 258 275 288 311 348 369 386 410 433 451 483 511 
1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
21 18 18 18 23 23 23 24 24 24 22 21 24 27 29 
11 12 7 6 6 13 17 11 11 11 11 10 13 16 16 
               
      Number of egg laying pairs     
      Number of successfully reproducing pairs   
               
  nnn* Given to a commercial falconry stationnnn stolen      
  nnn Given to a zoo outside the EEP        
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TABLE 5. AGE DISTRIBUTION OF BEARDED VULTURES WITHIN THE BREEDING NETWORK AS ON 31.12.2007
                    
        Age in years           
                    

MALES     31 48       FEMALES 
         47            
         46            
         45            
         44            
         43            
        19 42 21           
         41 132           
         40            
      161 134 34 39 135           
         38            
         37            
        9 36            
         35 178           
         34            
         33 157           
        156 32            
         31            
         30 6           
       18 17 29            
       159 43 28 40 41 44 270        
        179 27            
       160 58 26 54           
       199 60 25            
         24 70           
      180 80 76 23 81 272          
        87 22 91           
         21            
      202 201 105 20 103 104 107         
        108 19 115 118          
      203 129 124 18 125 130          
       148 145 17 142 274          
       174 172 16 175           
        190 15            
       217 207 14 209 212          
        223 13 225 227 233 234        
         12            
         11 276 278 281         
     481 298 297 294 10 290 292 303 307 482       

347 342 340 337 328 327 326 325 313 9 314 317 319 329 322 329 339 336 338 342 347 
      368 362 351 8 352 360          
       376 371 7 381           
      399 394 391 6 389 397          
      480 414 410 5 398           
       444 437 4 436           
    470 486 461 454 451 3 453 456 469         
      500 499 490 2 483 502 503         
        511 1 518 519          
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Report on Releases in 2007 
By Hans Frey 

Department of Pathobiology, Institute of Parasitology and Zoology, Veterinary Medicine University of Vienna. Veterinärplatz 1, A-1210 Wien. Austria. 
Hans.Frey@vu-wien.ac.at

In the year 2007, six young Bearded Vultures were to be released within the Alpine re-introduction 
project, two in Nationalpark Mercantour, two in Nationalpark Hohe Tauern and two in Swiss 
Nationalpark Engadine. 

These were: 

BG 516 male  born in Richard Faust Zentrum, Austria 
BG 520 female  born in Richard Faust Zentrum, Austria 
BG 524 male  born in Breeding Centre Goldau, Switzerland 
BG 526 male  born in Tierpark Berlin Friedrichsfelde, Germany 
BG 528 female  born in La Garenne Zoo, Switzerland 
BG 530 male  born in Fauconnery du Puy, France 
In all, four males and two females. 

The studboooknumber, sex, name, ring and feather marks of the released birds are shown in FIGURE 1. 

FIGURE 1. MARKINGS 2007 

BG 516, male, Roca
Wing right: 3-4 
Ring - right pink; left: blue 

BG 520, male, Fontvieille
Wing left: 2-3, 21-23 
Tail left: 2-3 
Ring - right pink; left: black 
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BEARDED VULTURES RELEASED IN THE PERIOD 1986 TO 2007 

BG 524, male, Blick
Wing left: 5-6 
Wing right: 19-21 
Ring - right pink; left: gold 

BG 526, male, Samuel
Wing left: 3-5, 10-12 
Ring - right pink; left: green 

BG 528, female, Romaris
Wing right: 4-5, 20-22 
Ring - right pink; left: violet 

BG 530, male, Calce
Wing right: 22-24 
Wing left: 12-14 
Tail right: 2-3 
Ring - right pink; left: violet 
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Rauris, Mallnitz, Gschlöß, Gastein, Kals & Großglockner 
Between 1986 and 2007, 45 Bearded Vultures were released in the Nationalpark Hohe Tauern: 19 males, 
26 females,. They are offspring of 18 different breeding pairs. Two birds were shot (female Nina, BG 
096034035, in France at the age of seven years in 1993 and Tauernwind, male, BG 498174118 in Austria in 
2007 just 1.5 years old). One female died in an avalanche (Jackpot, BG 214034035 in Austria being one 
year old in 1995), three females and two males had to be recaptured (WinnieBG 091005006 in Austria 
being one year old in 1986; KenoBG 329043040 in 1999 some days after her first flight at the release site; 
Doraja BG 465199107 in December 2005 more than six months after release - this bird has been again 
released in the meantime - HubsiBG 121065040 at the release site in 1990 and TotoBG 444080081 in 
December 2004 more than six months after release). Five birds are missing (Heinz, BG 092022023 since 
1987, Ulli , BG 102002003, since 1992, Bernhard, BG 167017070, since 1992, Winfried BG 191065040 since 
1993 and Paradatsch, BG 106005006 since 1997).  

No offspring fledged until now in nature in Austria but a few attempts of reproduction were observed: 
2001 in Heiligenblut (Nicola, BG 138065040 x JoeyBG 110002003 - two young hatched but died short time 
later). Since 2003 Andreas Hofer, BG 260019021 x ColleenBG 112019021 try to reproduce, pulli hatched 
but did not survive the first few days (BGW 33 in 2005; BGW 52 in 2007). 

Haute-Savoie 
39 Bearded Vultures have been released since 1987: 16 males, 20 females and three birds of unknown 
sex. They derive from 19 different breeding pairs. Six males and three females died (Robespierre, BG 
114002003 in ist first year of life through collision with a power line in 1989, BG 147011045 and Europa 
Life BG 37708081 because of illness at the nest site in 1991 and in 2001 respectively, Republic 7, BG 
219065040 killed at the nest site by a fox in 1994, DantonBG 113022023in tis seventh year of life as a 
result of colliding with a power line in France in 1996, the female MélusineBG 093022023 shot in Wallis, 
Switzerland, in 1997). Another bird was found dead in 1997. The ring with the studbooknumber was 
missing, leaving only the second ring. The latter indicated only the release site of Haute-Savoie and the 
year of release (1991). So the examinations of the feathers revealed the identity of the Bearded Vulture. 
An additional male, Saturnin. BG 094019021 is missing as from 1987. Recently, some evidence has come 
to light indicating that this bid was already shot not far from ist release site, in the summer of 1987. 
Averell (BG 140009041) was found dead in the Lechtal (Austria) in 2002. The reason of death is still not 
documented (see AR 2002, p. 64-65).  

Marie Antoinette,BG 115019021, released in 1989 and one of the partners of the trio of Val d´Isere had to 
be recaptured on 19th of May 2004. The bird was rather weak and one wing was injured - it will be never 
re-released anymore. After some weeks of husbandry in a rehabilitation centre in Haute Savoie, BG 115
was transferred to the Breeding centre Haute Savoie at the end of August 2004. 

The first vulture born in the wild and named Phénix Alp Action (BGW01) flegded successfully in Haute 
Savoie in 1997 and was followed by the second one, Dominique (BGW03) in 1998. Also in 1999, the pair 
Assignat (BG 111034035) and Balthazar (BG099022023) bred successfully, producing BGW05 (Rhonealp) 
and in 2000 BGW06 (Reposoir) fledged. In 2001, this pair interrupted brooding, in 2002 one young 
hatched (BGW 15, Clarins) but died falling from the rock with parts of the eyrie with an age of 2.5 
months. Two additionally young fledged in Termignon (BGW 14, Arpont) and Val d‘Isere (BGW 16, 
Free Ride) in 2002. In 2003, the French pairs were not so successful, only one young fledged in Val 
D´Isere (BGW 18, Cross-Border) on 28th of July. The “old” breeding pair of Bargy had a young, but this 
one died before fledging (BGW19). In 2004, again two offspring fledged BGW 21, Pelvio in Termignon 
and BGW 25, Morsulaz deriving from the Bargy Pair. In 2005, the “French” Bearded Vultures were 
rather productive: a total of four young fledged: BGW26, Nuage in Val d´Isere; BGW27, NotreAmi in 
Termignon; BGW 31, Peisyllon in Persey-Nancroix and BGW 32, Bargy at Bargy. In 2006 hatched: 
BGW34, Peltier in Termignon, BGW35, Mache Fer in Val d´Isere, BGW36, Roc Altitude at Bargy and 
BGW40 at Persey-Nancroix. This bird died on 6th of April. In 2007, five young hatched: BGW 41, 
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Pulmo in Persey-Nancroix; BGW42, Kokkalo, in Termignon, BGW43, YB at Bargy and BGW44, Eclair, 
in Val d´Isere and BGW48, Arys - Derborence in Derborence. 

Engadine/Parco Nationale dello Stelvio 
Between 1991 and 2007, 35 Bearded Vultures were released in Swiss Nationalpark and Stelvio 
Nationalpark: 16 males and 19 females. They are offspring of 20 different pairs. One male (Felix, BG 
193009041) was shot at the age of one year at the border between Austria and Italy in 1994. Another bird, 
Roseg (BG 374034130 disappeared short time after fledging. The remains of Sempach, BG 323043040 were 
found in the Valley Bever end of May 2006. 

One young bird (Stelvio, BGW02) was born in the wild not far from the release site, close to the Italian - 
Swiss border in 1998. In 2000, two pairs, one in Bormio, the second in Livigno (both territories near the 
Italian - Swiss border) successfully reared BGW 07 (Diana Stelvio) and BGW 08 (Livigno) respectively. 
In 2001, again one young was born in Bormio , BGW09 (Stelvio 01), which successfully fledged, 
whereas the young of pair  Livigno (BGW10) died on the 1st of June.  In 2002, three young vultures were 
reared in the wild; BGW11, Moische-Livigno in Livigno, BGW12, Zebru, in Val Zebru and BGW 13, 
Beverin-Stelvio in Bormio. In 2003, two young were born: BGW17, Regina-Livigno in Dardaligno and 
BGW20, which died before fledging in Zebru. Also in 2004, three offspring became successfully reared: 
BGW22, Silva-Zebru in  Zebru, BGW23, Tommy-Livigno in Livigno and BGW24, Gerry-Stelvio in 
Bormio. In 2005, these pairs were again successful: BGW28, Lucy in Zebru, BGW29, Rudy in Livigno 
and BGW30, Alby in Bormio. In 2006 BGW37, Braulio-Stelvio, hatched in Bormio, BGW38, Pomin-
Livigno in Livigno and BGW39, Mani-Zebru, in Zebru. In 2007, six young hatched: BGW45, Heinz-
Serraglio in Serraglio (the first Bearded Vulture which hatched in Switzerland after 120 years of 
extirpation!!), BGW46, Tantermozza in Val Tantermozza (CH), BGW47, Sixt07, in Fiz. This bird died 
on 23rd of April. BGW49, Arturo fledged in Bormio, BGW50, Alois Dardaligno, fledged in Livigno and 
BGW51, Walter-Zebru, fledged in Zebru . 

Argentera/Mercantour 
Since 1993, 31 Bearded Vultures, have been released. 17 (six males, 10 females and one bird of unknown 
sex) in the Nationalpark Mercantour and 14 (eight males and six females) in Argentera Parco Naturale 
Alpi Marittime. They are the offspring of 14 different pairs. One female (Geo, BG 227011054) had to be 
recapture in 1995, one male, Mounier (BG 196131132) was found dead, shot in 2000 and one female, 
Mercantour (BG 213031006) is missing. 

TOTAL 
Within the framework of the Alpine Bearded Vulture project, a total of 150 young Bearded Vultures have 
been released since 1986: 65 males, 81 females  and four birds of unknown sex. 

They are offspring of 37 different pairs. 

FOUR young Bearded Vultures had to be reintegrated into the breeding network (Winnie, BG 091005006, 
Geo, BG 227011054, Keno, BG 329043040, Toto, BG 444080081). 

ONE young bird had to be recaptured but died short time later (Hubsi, BG 121065040). 

ONE adult was recaptured and could not be released anymore (Marie Antoinette, BG 115019021). 

ONE bird was recaptured and released 8 months later (Doraja, BG 465019021). 

SEVENTEEN, maybe EIGHTEEN died: Mélusine, BG 093022023, Nina, BG 096034035, Danton, BG 113022023, 
Robespierre, BG 114002003, Averell, BG 140009041, Republic, BG 144051049, Republic 5, BG 182002003, 
Felix, BG 193009041, Jackpot, BG 214034035, Republic 7, BG 219065040, Saturnin, BG 094019021 (?), 
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Mounier, BG 196131132, EuropaLife, BG 377080081, Roseg, BG 374034130 (?), Sempach, BG 323043040, 
Tauernwind, BG 498174118, Culan, BG 438034130 (?).  

SIX  birds are missing (Heinz, BG 092022023, Ulli , BG 102002003, Paradatsch, BG 106005006, Bernhard, 
BG 167017070, Winfried, BG 191065040, Mercantour, BG 213031006). 

At present at least 90 Bearded Vultures are living in the wild. 

  Site RAURIS 
    
1986 BG 084 002 003 Hans m Wassenaar Wildlife Breeding Centre 
 BG 088 019 021 Fritz f Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
 BG 089 019 021 Ellen f Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
 BG 091 005 019 020/006 019 020 Winnie f recaptured Grünau 
    
1987 BG 092 022 023 Heinz m lost Wassenaar Wildlife Breeding Centre 
 BG 096 034 035 Nina f shot La Garenne Zoo 
    
1988 BG 100 019 021 Alexa f Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
 BG 102 002 003 Ulli m lost RFZ 
 BG 106 005 019 020/006 019 020 Paradatsch f lost Grünau 
    
1989 BG 109 065/040 034 035 Karl f RFZ 
 BG 110 002 003 Joey m RFZ 
 BG 112 019 021 Colleen f Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
 BG 117 017 019 021/070 022 023 Baselisk f RFZ 
  Site RAURIS 
    
1990 BG 121 065/040 034 035 Hubertus m recaptured RFZ 
 BG 123 002 003 Lotte f RFZ 
    
1991 BG 138 065/040 034 035 Nicola f RFZ 
 BG 139 065/040 034 035 Diana f RFZ 
    
1992 BG 167 017 019 021/070 022 023 Bernhard m lost RFZ 
 BG 168 150 151 Fulvio m Tierpark Berlin 
    
1993 BG 183 002 003 Helmut m RFZ 
 BG 191 065/040 034 035 Winfried m lost RFZ 
    
1994 BG 208 002 003 Hans Rupert f RFZ 
 BG 214 034 035 Jackpot f dead La Garenne Zoo 
    
1995 no release took place   
    
1996 BG 260 019 021 Andreas Hofer m Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
 BG 261 150 151 Marga f Tierpark Berlin 
    
1997 no release took place   
    
1998 BG 291 019 021 Daniel m Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
 BG 296 199/107 150 151 Jackpot 3 m RFZ 
    
1999 BG 316 019 021 Zonta f Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
 BG 329 043 019 021/040 034 035 Keno f recaptured Wuppertal Zoo 
     

TOTAL 1986 - 1999 29  11.18. 
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  Site MALLNITZ 
    
2000 BG 350 009/006 019 021 Bingo f RFZ 
 BG 355 034/130 150 151 Georg m La Garenne Zoo 
    
2003 BG 420 124 131 132/041 034 035 Joker f CCG 
 BG 422 080 019 021/081 004 027 Kasati m Hannover Zoo 
    
2006 BG 497 199/107 150 151 Portobello m RFZ 
 BG 498 174 134 135/118 154 155 Tauernwind m shot Breeding Centre Goldau 
     

TOTAL 2000 - 2006 6  4.2. 
     
  Site GSCHLÖß 
     
2001 BG 372 017 019 021/070 022 023 El Dorado f RFZ 
 BG 373 086 010 014/104 030 026 Christa f RFZ 
     

TOTAL 2001 2  0.2. 
     
    
  Site  GASTEIN 
     
2002 BG 387 134 135  Franz m Prague Zoo 
 BG 392 017 019 021/070 022 023 Ambo f RFZ 
     

TOTAL 2002 2  1.1. 
     
  Site KALS 
     
2004 BG 444 080 019 021/081 004 027 Toto m recaptured Hannover Zoo 
 BG 446 174 134 135/118 154 155 Hubertus 2 m Breeding Centre Goldau 
     
2007 BG 528 034/130 150 151 Romaris f La Garenne Zoo 
 BG 530 160 154 155/277 018 272 Calce m Fauconery du Puy 
     

TOTAL 2004-2007 4  3.1. 
     
  Site GROßGLOCKNER
     
2005 BG 462 017 019 021/070 022 023 Escalero f  
 BG 465 199/107 150 151 Doraja f recaptured + released  
     

TOTAL 2005 2  0.2. 
     

TOTAL 1986 - 2007 45  19.26 
     
     
     
  Site HAUTE-SAVOIE 
     
1987 BG 093 022 023 Mélusine f dead Wassenaar Wildlife Breeding Centre 
 BG 094 019 021 Saturnin m lost (dead?) Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
 BG 095 019 021 Marie Paradis f Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
    
1988 BG 099 022 023 Balthazar m Wassenaar Wildlife Breeding Centre 
 BG 101 019 021 Melchior m Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
    
1989 BG 111 034 035 Assignat f La Garenne Zoo 
 BG 113 022 023 Danton m dead Wassenaar Wildlife Breeding Centre 
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 BG 114 002 003 Robespierre m dead RFZ 
 BG 115 019 021 Marie-Antoinette f recaptured Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
 BG 116 005 019 020/006 019 020 Charlotte f Wildpark Grünau 
    
1990 BG 126 017 019 021/070 022 023 Yvan f RFZ 
 BG 127 017 019 021/070 022 023 Robin f RFZ 
    
1991 BG 140 009/041 034 035 Averell m dead RFZ 
 BG 144 051 002 003/049 019 021 Republic f dead Dortmund Zoo 
 BG 147 011 002 003/054 034 035 - m dead Breeding Centre Haute-Savoie 
    
1992 BG 165 011 002 003/054 034 035 Republic 2 ? Breeding Centre Haute-Savoie 
 BG 166 009/041 034 035 Republic 3 m RFZ 
    
  Site HAUTE-SAVOIE 
    
1993 BG 181 011 002 003/054 034 035 Republic 4 f Breeding Centre Haute-Savoie 
 BG 182 002 003 Republic 5 f shot RFZ 
    
1994 BG 216 009/041 034 035 Republic 6 f RFZ 
 BG 219 065/040 034 035 Republic 7 m dead RFZ 
    
1995 no release took place   
    
1996 BG 258 011 002 003/054 034 035 Republic 8 f Breeding Centre Haute-Savoie 
 BG 259 150 151 Republic 9 ? Tierpark Berlin 
    
1997 no release took place   
    
1998 BG 288 011 002 003/054 034 035 Republic 11 f Breeding Centre Haute-Savoie 
 BG 289 019 021 Crystal f Alpenzoo Innbsruck 
    
1999 BG 335 187 014 010/173 051 049 Republic 13 m Breeding Centre Haute-Savoie 
 BG 339 051 002 003/151 Doran m Dortmund Zoo 
    
2000 BG 359 134 135 Pablo m Prague Zoo 
 BG 361 080 019 021/081 004 027 Montblanc m Hannover Zoo 
    
2001 BG 377 080 019 021/081 004 027 EuropaLife m dead Hannover Zoo 
 043 019 021/040 034 035 Natura Mate f Wuppertal Zoo 
    
2002 BG 402 108 065 040/175 152 153 Life m RFZ 
 BG 405 180 161 162/274 Aravis m Liberec Zoo 
    
2003 BG 415 017 019 021/070 002 003 Sadri f RFZ 
 BG 418 199/107 150 151 Transalpaete f RFZ 
    
2004 BG 440 199/107 150 151 Gilbert f RFZ 
 BG 441 134 135 Bella Cha f Prague Zoo 
    
2005 BG 459 201/044 002 003 Swaro m Schönbrunn Zoo 
 BG 460 017 019 021/070 022 023 Sallanches f RFZ 
     
2006 no release took place    
     
2007 no release took place    
     
     

TOTAL 1987 - 2007 39  16.20.3 
     
     
  Site ENGADINE 
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1991 BG 143 002 003 Settschient m RFZ 
 BG 146 017 019 021/070 022 023 Moische f RFZ 
 BG 149 150 151 Margunet m Tierpark Berlin 
    
1992 BG 169 017 019 021/070 022 023 Jo f RFZ 
 BG 170 060 034 035/074 022 023 Ivraina f RFZ 
  Site ENGADINE 
    
1993 BG 186 051 002 003/049 019 021 CIC m Dortmund Zoo 
 BG 193 009/041 034 035 Felix m shot RFZ 
    
1994 BG 210 051 002 003/049 019 021 Pisoc m Dortmund Zoo 
 BG 220 048 034 035/045 002 003 Valimosch m Tel Aviv Zoo 
    
1995 no release took place   
    
1996 BG 263 060 034 035/003 Berna m RFZ 
 BG 264 131 132 Mauritio m Dresden Zoo 
    
1997 BG 283 086 014 010/104 030 026 Tell m RFZ 
 BG 285 086 014 010/104 030 026 Sina f RFZ 
    
1998 BG 299 034/130 150 151 Gildo f La Garenne Zoo 
 BG 301 080 019 021/081 004 027 Diana-Valais m Hannover Zoo 
    
1999 BG 321 034/130 150 151 Veronika f La Garenne Zoo 
 BG 323 043 019 021/040 034 035 Sempach f dead Wuppertal Zoo 
    
2000 BG 363 172 031 006/091 005 006 Christelle f Breeding Centre Goldau 
 BG 364 019 021 Louis m Alpenzoo Innsbruck 
    
2001 BG 374 034/130 150 151 Roseg m lost (dead?) La Garenne Zoo 
 BG 375 199/107 150 151 Felice f RFZ 
    
2002 no release took place   
    
2003 BG 424 122 010 014/118 154 155 Thuri f Breeding Centre Goldau 
    
2004 no release took place   
    
2005 BG 463 174 134 135/118 154 155 Folio f Breeding Centre Goldau 
 BG 464 034/130 150 151 Natura f La Garenne Zoo 
    
2006 no release took place   
    
2007 BG 524  174 134 135/118 154 155 Blick m Breeding Centre Goldau 
 BG 526  294 017 070/292 199 107 Samuel m Tierpark Berlin 
     
     

TOTAL 1991 - 2007 26  14.12. 
     
     
  Site MARTELL 
     
2000 BG 354 134 135 Interreg m Prague Zoo 
 BG 357 086 010 014/104 030 026 Rätia f RFZ 
    
2001 no release took place   
    
2002 BG 393 086 010 014/104 030 026 Stift f RFZ 
 BG 395 122 010 014/118 154 155 Martell f Breeding Centre Goldau 
  Site MARTELL 
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2003 no release took place   
    
2004 BG 438  034/130 150 151 Culan m lost (dead?) La Garenne Zoo 
 BG 439 126 131 132/041 034 035 Ortler f CCG 
    
2005 no release took place   
    
2006 BG 493  034/130 150 151 Zufall f La Garenne Zoo 
 BG 494 017 019 021/070 022 023 Voltoi f RFZ 
 BG 495 174 134 135/118 154 155 Temperatio f Breeding Centre Goldau 
    
2007 no release took place   
    
    

TOTAL 2000 - 2007 9  2.7. 
    
    
  Site MERCANTOUR 
    
1993 BG 195 060 034 035/074 004 027 Argentera f RFZ 
 BG 196 131 132 Mounier m dead Dresden Zoo 
 BG 197 131 132 Florent m (?)* Dresden Zoo 
    
1994 no release took place   
    
1995 BG 227 011 002 003/054 034 035 Geo f recaptured Breeding Centre Haute-Savoie 
 BG 229 051 002 003/049 019 021 Firmin m Dortmund Zoo 
    
1996 no release took place   
    
1997 BG 275 018 019 021/272 161 162 Pelat m Nuremberg Zoo 
 BG 279 152 153 Gelas f Tierpark Berlin 
    
1998 no release took place   
    
1999 BG 311 011 002 003/054 034 035 Roubion m Breeding Centre Haute-Savoie 
 BG 312 011 002 003/054 034 035 Péone f Breeding Centre Haute-Savoie 
    
2000 no release took place   
    
2001 BG 369 009/006 019 021 Larche m RFZ 
 BG 370 086 010 014/104 030 026 Roure f RFZ 
    
2002 no release took place   
    
2003 BG 411 180 161 162/274 Guillaumes f Liberec Zoo 
 BG 413 180 161 162/274 Jausiers f Liberec Zoo 
    
2004 no release took place   
    
2005 BG 452 009/006 019 020 Monaco f RFZ 
 BG 455 180 161 162/274 Monte Carlo f Liberec Zoo 
    
  Site MERCANTOUR 
    
2006 no release took place   
    
2007 BG 516 017 019 021/070 022 023 Roca m RFZ 
 BG 520 017 019 021/070 022 023 Fontvieille f RFZ 
     
     

TOTAL 1993 - 2007 17  6.10.1. 
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  Site ARGENTERA 
     
1994 BG 213 031/006 019 020 Mercantour f lost RFZ 
 BG 215 131 132 Topolino m Dresden Zoo 
    
1995 no release took place   
    
1996 BG 266 017 019 021/070 022 023 Entrague m RFZ 
 BG 268 131 132 Valdieri f Dresden Zoo 
    
1997 no release took place   
    
1998 BG 304 152 153 Aisone m Tierpark Berlin 
 BG 305 152 153 Vernante m Tierpark Berlin 
    
1999 no release took place   
    
2000 BG 348  011 002 003/054 034 035 Sereno m Breeding Centre Haute-Savoie 
 BG 349 009/006 019 020 Ciabri f RFZ 
    
2001 no release took place   
    
2002 BG 386 199/107 150 151 Alpidoc f RFZ 
 BG 388 017 019 021/070 022 023 Paolo Peila m RFZ 
    
2003 no release took place   
    
2004 BG 433 108 065 040/175 152 153 Blangiar m RFZ 
 BG 435 108 065 040/175 152 153 Palanfré f RFZ 
    
2005 no release took place   
    
2006 BG 488 180 161 162/274 Michegabri m Liberec Zoo 
 BG 491 134 135 Cuneobirding f Prague Zoo 
     
2007 no release took place    
     

TOTAL 1994 - 2007 14  8.6. 
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AGE DISTRIBUTION OF RELEASED BEARDED VULTURES (GYPAETUS BARBATUS) AS ON 31 DECEMBER 2007 

year    male    age    female     No. of 
                released 

birds 
2007    530 526 524 516 1 520 528       6 
2006     498 497 488 2 491 493 494 495     7 

2005       459 3 452 455 460 462 463 464 465  8 
2004    446 444* 438 433 4 435 439 440 441     8 
2003       422 5 411 413 415 418 420 424   7 
2002    405 402 388 387 6 386 392 393 395     8 

2001     374 377 369 7 370 372 373 375 380    8 
2000  364 361 359 355 354 348 8 349 350 357 363     10 

1999     339 335 311 9 312 316 321 323 329*    8 
1998   305 304 301 296 291 10 288 289 299      8 
1997      283 275 11 279 285       4 
1996    266 264 263 259 12 258 259 260 261 268    8 

1995       229 13 227*        2 
1994    220 219 215 210 14 208 213 214 216     8 
1993  197 196 193 191 186 183 15 181 182 195 197     9 
1992    168 167 166 165 16 165 169 170      6 

1991    149 147 143 140 17 138 139 144 146     8 
1990       121* 18 123 126 127      4 
1989     114 113 110 19 109 111 112 115* 116 117   9 
1988     102 101 99 20 100 106       5 

1987      94 92 21 93 95 96      5 
1986       84 22 88 89 091*      4 

                 
Total       65 81        150 

                 
undetermined     4 4         

                 
dead       8 5         

                 
recaptured      2 4         

                 
   maturity    nnn dead   nnn sex not determined   

                 
   nnn breeding pairs nnn lost   nnn * recaptured    
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REPORT ON THE RELEASE IN THE HOHE TAUERN

NATIONALPARK , KALS  AM GROßGLOCKNER 2007 
              

by Michael Knollseisen 
Nationalpark Hohe Tauern, A-9822Mallnitz, Aistria. Bartgeier@gmx.at

On 13th July BG 528034130Romaris (born at La Garenne Zoo on 07th of April) and BG 530160277Calce
(born at Faulconery Le Puy on 01st of April) were released in the Dorfertal valley in the community of 
Kals am Großglockner.  

The names of the birds were chosen by the community of a regional radio station. Romaris is the name of 
a mountainwall above the release site and Calce was the oldest name found of Kals am Großglockner.

As other birds, Romaris was raised by her parents at La Garenne zoo. Calce was not accepted by its 
parents. The first clutch had been removed in order to stimulate the pair for a second clutch. But the pair 
stopped reproduction for this season. Therefore he was handraised over almost three weeks with the use 
of a hand puppet but without any direct sight contact to people. Afterwards Calce was transferred to the 
RICHARD FAUST BREEDING CENTRE and has been raised by foster parents without any problem. Since 
Calce showed no behavioural defects, it was decided to use the bird in the reintroduction program. The 
day of release Calce was 105 and Romaris 98 days old.  

Romaris was rather dominant pushing Calce out of the cave after the first week in the wild. Since Calce
walked immediately to a quite well protected cave just below the release cave it was decided to let him 
there and continued feeding of the two birds in separate caves. Calce obviously preferred to stay alone, he 
was much more active and he took more food in his new “home”. Three weeks after the release Calce
started for his first flight (124 days old). The flight development of Calce was quite good in the first 

BG 528, female, Romaris
Wing right: 4-5, 20-22 
Ring - right pink; left: violet 
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week, the bird reached altitudes of 2,500 metres and had several interactions with adult Golden Eagles. 
Afterwards he spent several days flying very little (< 1 min per day) without approaching any kind of 
food. Calces condition decreased daily, several times food was transported close to the bird. After several 
trials and landing two times very close to the small mountain huts in the valley, Calce returned to the 
main feeding site. After eating two lamb legs he started flying without any problem over a period of more 
than 30 minutes reaching an altitude of almost 3,000 meters. 

Romaris jumped out of the cave 123 days old. Two days after she started for her first flight which lasted 
already 2,5 minutes. Romaris showed a continous positive flight evolution reaching food and water at 
least once a day.  

Calce left the release site for the first time 149 days old, Romaris followed him at an age of 157 days. 
Until the end of September both birds spent most of the day within the Dorfer valley, where they have 
been released. Continous observations and feeding ended in the first week of October.  

After leaving the release site Calce and Romaris were observed several times flying together in the 
valleys sourrounding the release site (< 30 km). Within one day Calce flew 80 km to the south and we got 
one single observation on 14th November from the area of Pontebba in the eastern Italian Dolomites. In 
December Romaris moved to the eastern parts of the Nationalpark (about 50 km from the former area), 
Calce returned to the release area and spent several weeks 20 km south-west of the release site visiting a 
small village on a regular basis. As in many mountain areas a ditch close to the village was obviously 
used by local farmers to dispose bones and other remains of small animals such as sheep and goats. 

BG 530, male, Calce
Wing right: 22-24 
Wing left: 12-14 
Tail right: 2-3 
Ring - right pink; left: silver 
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RELEASE IN SWITZERLAND 2007

By Daniel Hegglin 
Stiftung Pro Bartgeier, CH-7530, Switzerland. daniel.hegglin@swild.ch

BG 524, male, Blick
Wing left: 5-6 
Wing right: 19-21 
Ring - right pink; left: gold 

BG 526, male, Samuel
Wing left: 3-5, 10-12 
Ring - right pink; left: green 



35

In 2007, the two male Bearded Vultures: Blick (BG 524) and Samuel (BG 526) were released at the 
release site in the Swiss National Park in Switzerland (s. map). Blick was born in the breeding station of 
the LANDSCAPE AND ANIMAL PARC GOLDAU (www.tierpark.ch) the 28th of February 2007, and Samuel in 
the TIERPARK BERLIN (www.tierpark-berlin.de) the 16th of March 2007. 
The release took place at the 9th of June. Because there are five breeding pairs in the very near 
surrounding of this release site, the Swiss Foundation Pro Bearded Vulture decided that this is the last 
release in the Swiss National Park. Correspondingly the public interest was enormous and more than 300 
persons were present at the day of release. 
Both birds showed normal behaviour and normal development. The more than two weeks older Blick was 
rather dominant and frequently tried to monopolize the delivered food. However, Samuel coped with the 
aggressions and took up enough food. Blick fledged the 21st of June at the age of 113 days and Samuel 8th

of July at the age of 114 days. Both birds were equipped with a satellite tag the day before fledging.  
This year several visits of an unidentified adult and  juvenile Bearded Vulture Zufall (BG 493, release 
2006, Parco Nationale dello Stelvio) were observed at the release site. The adult Bearded Vulture showed 
several intense attacks against Blick and Samuel. 
The satellite data showed that Blick started to disperse from the release site in the end of July and  Samuel
in the end of August. In the end of November Blick was recovered in the middle of a forest of the Under 
Engadina. 

More information on Blick and Samuel is available on:www.bartgeier.ch/blick and 
www.bartgeier.ch/samuel (french version is available: see french version button at the upper left site of 
the webpage ). 
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REPORT ON THE RELEASE IN NATIONALPARK MERCANTOUR 2007

The release took place on 22nd of May 2007.  Male Rocca, BG 516, was born on 20th of February 2007 in 
the RFZ (parents BG 017 x BG 070). Fontvieille, BG 520, a female, hatched on 26th of February in the 
RFZ, originating from the same pair. 

BG 516, male, Rocca
Wing right: 3-4 
Ring - right pink; left: blue 

BG 520, female, Fontvieille
Wing left: 2-3, 21-23 
Tail left: 2-3 
Ring - right pink; left: black 

By Monique Perfus 
23 Rue d´Italie, BP 1315, F-06006 Nice cedex 01, France. 
monique.perfus@espaces-naturels.fr
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BEARDED VULTURE MONITORING IN ENGADINE , SWITZERLAND IN 2007 
by David, Jenny 

Suot Aquadotas, CH-7524 Zuoz, Switzerland, jenny.d@compunet.ch

Summary 
PAIR L IVIGNO  raised its 7th offspring in the traditional eyrie Dardaligno. Beginning of brooding was 
determined on the 28th of January. On 3rd of February, brooding Moische (BG 146017070. Engadine 1991) 
was observed in the cave for hours (Corpo Forestale di Livigno). A. PIROVANO  told about a hatchling on 
23rd of March, which was perfectly nursed by Moische and CIC (BG 186051049, Engadine). A number of 
feedings and relieves were observed in the course of the following weeks. Fledging may have occurred 
between  28th and 30th of July. The young bird, Alois Dardaligno, BGW 50 left the nest before 1st of July 
(E. BASSI). Reproductive rate of this pair up to 2007: 0.78.

Brooding data of Pair Livigno in 2007 

Clutch 28th of January 2007 
Hatching 23rd of March 2007 (55 days) 
Fledging before 1st of July 2007 

PAIR BORMIO   (Jo, BG 169017070, Engadine 1991 and Tell, BG 283086104, Engadine 1997) selected  the  
traditional eyrie Radisca, in which they started to incubate as early as 16th of January (A. PIROVANO). 
This means the earliest start of brooding in the wild. On 10th of May, W. SCHINDLER observed the female 
Jo, which fed a very big young bird. On 26th of July, Arturo - Braulio, BGW 49, circled in front of the 
nest rock, continuously begging. The 8th young bird of this pair had grown up. Some more or less playful 
fights between Jo/Tell (which has replaced Margunet, BG 149150151 in 2003) and a pair of raven, which 
had a nest selected near the eyrie of the Bearded Vultures, were observed.  Reproductive rate up to 2007: 
0.80. 

Brooding data of Pair Bormio in 2007 

Clutch 16th of January 2007 
Hatching 12th of March 2007 (56 days) 
Fledging before 3rd of July 2007 

PAIR  ZEBRU  selected the traditional eyrie near Val Corta and raised its 5th offspring. The female is 
Diana (BG 139065040, Rauris, 1991). Feather analysis, done by BARBARA HEFTI-GAUTSCHI revealed that 
the males have changed: until 2003, Mauritio (BG 264, Engadine 1996) was the male partner. As from 
2006, the new male is a free born son of Diana and Margunet (BG 149, Engadine 1991). This pair has 
bred in the period 1998 to 2000 in Valle dello Braulio. So the recent pair Zebru consist s of mother and 
son. 

E. BASSI observed egg laying (24th January), hatching (14th of March) and estimated the fledging date on 
2nd or 3rd of July. The young bird, BGW 51, Walter-Zebru returned to its nest three weeks later, loudly 
begging whenever an adult circled in front of the eyrie. Also this young returned to the nest as it was 
observed in former years in the fledglings of Pair Braulio. The nearby situated nest of ravens was used in 
2003, 2004 and 2006. Fresh traces of feces pointed to  a re-use of the raven nest. Reproductive rate of pair 
Zebru up to 2007: 0.83. 

Brooding data of Pair Zebru in 2007 

Clutch 24th of January 2007 
Hatching 24th of March 2007 
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Fledging 2nd/3rd of July 2007 (118-119 days) 

Also in 2007, only one adult bird was seen in the core area  of  “pair” Sinestra, soaring in the behind part  
of the  valley, in the area of the Stammerspitze, roosting in the upper part of Val Tromas and building at a 
nest at Mot da Luf. Folio (BG 463, Engadine 2005) was not observed anymore, so pair bonding did not 
happen - the adult bird is still alone. Feather analysis, done by B. HEFTI-GAUTSCHI, revealed that two 
different females lived in the core area. Moulted feathers, which were collected beyond the roost in Val 
Tromas belonged to Stift (BG 393, Martell 2002) and Moische-Lovigno (BGW 11, wildborn offspring of 
Pair Livigno 2002). Margunet, which was repeatedly proved in this area as well as Folio were not seen 
anymore. This points to repeated change of  individuals also in solitary adult birds. 

One can hope for reproduction only when pair bonding happened and the female partner has reached an 
age of at least 6 years. 

POTENTIAL “PAIR”  AREA VAL S-CHARL: The temporary presence of Livigno and Moische Livigno from 
2004 and 2005 could not be verified anymore, but a few sightings of Bearded Vultures were made in 
2007, most of them immature, sometimes marked individuals: Blick (BG 524, Engadine 2007), Zufall
(BG 493, Martell 2006; both 29th July), one adult pair together with an unmarked young bird (6th of 
August), two immature, unmarked birds flew together in front of the nest rock of 2004/05 (6th of August), 
one adult bird, which stunned a climber, who approached the bird, which spread its wings (3rd of 
September), Swaro (BG 459, Doran 2005; 11th of September), one adult bird (1st of October), one marked 
bird (12th October), one adult together with Zufall (22nd October), one adult bird (9th December). 

NEW PAIRS

Pair Serraglio 
In 2006, a pair was detected consisting of Rätia (BG 357, Martell 2000) and Livigno (BGW08, Livigno 
2000). In the course of summer 2006, they were observed building a nest, which was not used as brooding 
place in 2007. On 17th of February, the first observations of a brooding Livigno were made in a cave close 
to the Italian-Swiss border on Swiss territory. This spot is situated in a distance of 1.5km of the core area 
of a resident pair of Golden Eagles which caused heavy attacks, for example on the  approaching or 
leaving Bearded Vulture partner on 17th of February. On 5th of April, Rätia was observed feeding a 
nestling which obviously had hatched a few days before. This is the first wild born Bearded Vulture after 
120 years of extirpation, named Heinz-Serraglio (BGW45)!  Whenever checks on the young bird were 
made, intense taking care by the pair was observed.
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During a check on 26th of July, Heinz-Serraglio demonstrated that fledging is near. E. Bassi reported that 
the young bird had fledged on 30th or 31st of July.  Six weeks later the young bird followed its father for 
10 minutes. Livigno carried a leg of ibex, which he lost after some attacks of the young.  Heinz-Serraglio.  

   

Heinz Serraglio begging and chasing its father Livigno on 15th of August 2007 

During a check end of October, no Bearded Vulture was observed. The young bird had obviously left the 
range of its parents. 

Brooding data of Pair Serraglio in 2007 

Clutch 2nd - 8th of February 2007 
Hatching 29th of March - 4th of April 2007 
Fledging 30th/31st of July 2007 (112-118 days) 

Pair Serraglio, Rätia (BG 357) and 
Livigno(BGW08)  displaying "partner 
flight" on 23rd of May 2007 
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Pair Tantermozza 
In the course of autumn 2006, a pair formed in Val Tantermozza (see AR 2006, p. 49). The partners are 
Zebru (BGW 12, first son of Pair Zebru) and Martell (female, BG 395, released in Martell Valley in 
2002). Although both partners are  only 5 years old they showed pair behaviour and copulated on 31st of 
December 2006. Two checks in February 2007 (A. Á. PORTA and D. CALVUOT) revealed nest building by 
the male and common flying by the pair. On 3rd of March, the author and U. REHSTEINER observed Zebru
brooding. In the course of checks in March and April, a number of reliefs was seen. A. CUONZ observed 
feeding of a young bird on 19th of April, so, Tantermozza, BGW46 had hatched between 15th and 18th of 
April. Further checks in May, June and July showed intense and eager nursing of the nestling by the pair. 
On 2nd, 4th and 8th of August, the nestling still was seen in the eyrie (A. á PORTA, N. A. WILLY  & D. 
GODLY). R. STRIEMER found it in the nest rock 200m above the eyrie sitting on grass, feeding and 
preening its plumage.  So the date of fledging can be  assumed between 9th and 12th of August 2007. 
Tantermozza  stayed in the territory of its parents until middle of December.  

Brooding data of Pair Tantermozza in 2007 

Clutch 20th - 23rd of February 2007 
Hatching 15th - 18th of April 2007 
Fledging 9th - 12th of August 2007 (111-119 days) 

Pair Albula 
Pair Albula was built in the course of summer 2006. Louis (BG 364, male, Engadine 2000) and Diana-
Stelvio (BGW 07, female, Bormio 2000) are the partners. The core area of their territory was the 
beginning of Val Chamuera. On 7th of February, the pair was observed sitting  at an old eyrie of Golden 
Eagles (last time used in 1999), arranging some branches. Checks on 11th, 13th, 14th and 22nd of February 
showed that reproduction was possible (the female laid down in the nest on 14th of February, the male 
standing close by) - but no clutch was produced. They flew heavy attacks towards immature solitary 
eagles but not against the resident Eagle Pair Chamuera - a sharp contrast to the phase of establishing a 
territory in autumn 2006. On 26th of February, the female again was seen carrying a branch towards the 
nest. From March on, the pair was also observed outside the core area. The number of observations 
decreased in May, the home range was obviously enlarged. A number of nest building activities were 

A pair of Falco peregrinus 
successfully reproduced  in a 
distance of 1.3km of the eyrie of Pair 
Tantermozza. Whenever a Bearded 
Vulture flew in front of the 
peregrinus´ nest, the falcons  
attacked the bigger bird (2nd of 
March 2007). 
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observed on 17th of June (H. BORER), on 20th of August (E. GEMASSMER) and on 16th of October (the 
author). T. WEHRLI saw the pair nearly daily, on 7th of December the author observed a copulation.  

Further observations 
Mainly immature birds were observed in OBERENGADINE (in Val Rosegg 1-2 individuals between April 
and July; in Val Bever birds in July). In Val Trupchun adult birds, obviously Pair Tantermozza  were seen 
in June and September. 

Zufall (BG 493, Martell 2006), Temperatio (BG 495, Martell 2006), Voltoi (BG 494, Martell 2006), Blick
(BG 524, Engadine 2007) and a number of immature  as well as adult birds were observed in 
UNTERENGADINE.  On 25th of November, Blick was caught by D. HEGGLIN near Tschlin. The bird was 
rather weak and showed some signs of a fight with Golden Eagles. It was first transferred to the 
Veterinary Medicine University of Zurich and afterwards to Breeding Centre Goldau  for further 
rehabilitation. 

Adult, undetermined  birds, Zufall and one immature were observed in the area of the release site. Pair 
Tantermozza was in the focus of the post car in November as the birds flew and landed close to the street. 

AVERS: nearly no observations were made in Avers except one  adult bird on 25th of April. Zufall, Natura 
(BG 464, Engadine 2005), one unmarked immature bird as well as one adult bird were seen in  
Oberhalbstein. 

In WEISSTANNERTAL, one adult bird tried to establish a territory but had difficulties to succeed with the 
presence of 3 pairs of Golden Eagle - a similar situation as in 2005. On 14th of September, two (maybe 
two adult birds?) Bearded Vultures were observed. 

In contrast to 2006, only a few observations were made in NORTHERN TESSIN: single adult birds together 
with Golden Eagles and once a marked one, probably Escalero (BG 462, Großglockner 2005). 
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NEWS FROM THE SATELLITE TELEMETRY PROJECT

“B EARDED VULTURES ON THE MOVE” –  SHORT NOTE

By Daniel Hegglin 

Stiftung Pro Bartgeier, CH-7530, Switzerland. daniel.hegglin@swild.ch

In 2004, with the project “BEARDED VULTURES ON THE MOVE”, a new monitoring method was established 
in the reintroduction project of Bearded Vultures. Some of the released individuals get marked with a 
satellite tag to follow their peregrinations during the first period of their life. This technology also offers 
the possibility for the public to follow the journeys of the marked animals in the internet (links see 
below). 
This year the satellite telemetry program launched for the first time in the Mercantour National Park. 
This has been made possible due to a special funding of the Foundation Albert II de Monaco. Therefore 
we were able to mark a total of four young Bearded Vultures with a satellite tag this year: The two young 
birds released in the Swiss National Park  Blick (BG 524) and Samuel (BG 526) and the two birds 
released in the Mercantour National Park Rocca (BG 516) and Fontvieille (BG 520). For the first time we 
also used GPS/GSM transmitters (Vectronic Aerospace). This system consists of a GPS module that 
collects precise locations at fixed times and transmits these locations as a SMS message via the GSM 
network.  
The results of this year are very satisfying. During the last months we got a mean of 1.3 locations per bird 
and day and could document precisely the peregrinations of the four marked individuals. Blick started to 
disperse from the release site in the Swiss National Park at the end of July and Samuel in the end of 
August. They showed a quite different spatial behaviour. Blick changed its place very frequently, and 
several dislocations of more than 60 km within only four hours were recorded. Samuel showed a slower 
dispersion and ranged on a much smaller spatial scale than Blick. Until the end of September, Blick
ranged within an area of more the 4000 km2 and Samuel in an area of around 620 km2. Between October 
and November the home range of Blick measured around 4000 km2 and the home range of Samuel was 
again around 600 km2 (see Map). 
In the end of November the satellite data of Blick revealed that the bird stayed at a single place at the 
bottom of the Valley of the Under Engadina. Therefore we immediately checked the bird in the field. We 
could localize the juvenile male on the ground in the middle of a forest. We succeeded to recapture this 
bird and to investigate the reason for this uncommon behaviour. First veterinarian examination revealed 
that Blick suffered starvation may be caused by a low food supply after the first heavy snowfall in this 
region. 
The satellite telemetry was also very helpful for the surveillance of Rocca. This bird was bitten by a fox 
short after his first flight. After the bird recovered in captivity, it was released for a second time. Thanks 
to the satellite data it was possible to see that Rocca extended its range and apparently was not hindered 
by consequences of his injury. Until the end of September the home range extended over around 300 km2, 
and between October and November it ranged on an area of around 2000 km2. Fontvieille ranged in 
corresponding time spans on an area of around 250 km2 and 4000km2, respectively (see Map). 

For more detailed information visit the follwing websites:  
Blick:   www.bartgeier.ch/blick (click french button on the upper left ) 
Samuel:   www.bartgeier.ch/samuel (click french button on the upper left ) 
Rocca and Fontvieille: www.mercantour.eu, search with keyword Fontvieille or Rocca

MAP: The home ranges of the four satellite transmitter marked Bearded Vultures Blick, Samuel, Rocca and Fontvieille from July  to 

September 2007 (yellow areas) and from October until November 2007. 
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HOHE TAUERN NATIONAL PARK - BREEDING 2007 
by Michael Knollseisen* & Gunther Gressmann** 

· Nationalpark Hohe Tauern, A-9822Mallnitz, Austria. Bartgeier@gmx.at  
**Nationalpark Hohe Tauern, Kirchplatz 2, A-9971 Matrei, Austria. G.Gressmann@tirol.gv.at  

As in the years before, again only one pair started breeding in Austria. On 14th January (more than one 
week earlier than in the years before!), the brother/sister pair in Gastein laid their first egg in a new nest at 
about 8 km south of the 2004-2006 breeding area. The eyrie is situated in a small 60m high, east exposed 
cliff. The site was used before probably by Golden Eagles, actually no nest was known in the area. The 
pair had started to build on the nest in April 2006 soon after the breeding failure and used the nest in 
spring and early summer as main roosting site. Feathers collected on the site in summer 2006 revealed 
that the pair Gastein is composed of birds from the Alpenzoo Innsbruck, being therefore brother and 
sister. 

After two weeks of quiet incubation without any interaction with golden eagles, raven etc., Bearded 
vulture Nicola (BG 138, Rauris 1991) was seen for the first time within a distance of 300m to the nest 
site. Since the attacks of either the male or the female of the resident pair were rather ineffective, the pair 
started to chase Nicola together. During these attacks the eggs were left alone almost daily over periods 
from 5 to almost 90 (!) minutes. Ravens never tried to approach the lonely nest. 

After a week of daily interactions Nicola started to visit the breeding site about twice a week but never 
approaching again the nest under a distance of 500 metres. Attacks started at distances between 500 and 
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700 metres. The 9th March the first chick hatched, but it died probably three days after. The second chick 
did not hatch at all. During a check a week before the end of a very long incubation period (about 90 
days) the birds were still breeding on an obviously dead egg. 

There is some evidence that nest building started again in the third week of August on the nest used in 
2007, later the birds shifted to a nest site also used in 2005. 

AUSTRIAN BEARDED VULTURE MONITORING 2007 
by Gunther Greßmann* &  Michael Knollseisen ** 

*Nationalpark Hohe Tauern, Kirchplatz 2, A-9971 Matrei, Austria. G.Gressmann@tirol.gv.at  
**Nationalpark Hohe Tauern, A-9822Mallnitz, Austria. Bartgeier@gmx.at

Feelings of the Austrian Bearded Vulture-Team went up and down in 2007. On the one hand, the number 
of collected observations was satisfying. On the other hand unfortunately breeding of the pair in Gastein 
failed again, what could have had different causes. In addition, there were some faint manifestations that 
Bearded Vultures have been shot in Austria. 

679 observations of Bearded Vultures have been reported in the Austrian Alps and the number of 
identified birds was in longtime average. During the last two years it has been noticeable that a change in 
age structure of the bearded vultures has been occuring. So in 2007, nearly two thirds of the reported 
sigthings belong to subadult or adult birds, where as the years before much more younger birds have been 
observed. 

The number of voluntary observers which have been trained is still growing. At the end of the last year 
the total number of potential observers reached 2.850.  

Juvenile birds 
This year, two birds have been released in the Tyrolean part of the National Park Hohe Tauern. The 
release site in the Kalser Dorfer-vally was situated seven kilometres away from the release site used in 
2004 in the Kalser Ködnitz-valley. The released birds (female BG 528, Romaris, male BG 530, Calce) 
moved after the first months in the Dorfer-valley to the Gschlöß-valley north of Matrei in September. At 
this time five different Bearded Vultures were seen in this valley for several days. Additionally to the two 
juvenile birds also the female BG 462, Escalero (Rauris 2005), an adult bird (maybe BG 296, Jackpot 3, 
Rauris 1998) and one unknown visitor, also adult, have been seen in this place. Presumably this situation 
was supported by the good food conditions caused by an early onset of winter in this area which led to the 
death of more than hundred sheep. 

In September, BG 526, Samuel was seen in the Ötz-valley and BG 524, Blick (both birds released in 
Engadin 2007) visited the Lech-valley at the same time. Samuel was identified two month later in the 
Ötz-valley again and possibly Blick also circled in Austria in November for a few days. 

Immature birds 
BG 465, Escalero (Rauris 2005) was observed for one or two times a week since February 2007. In 
January the bird circled between Eastern Tyrol and the Schladminger Tauern, but since February it stayed 
in Eastern Tyrol, mostly in the Gschlöß-valley and the Tauern-valley, where Escalero was seen regulary 
with an adult bird, which was assumed to be BG 296, Jackpot 3 (Rauris 1998). But unfortunately no rings 
of this adult bird were observed in 2007.  

In contrast to Escalero, the male BG 446, Hubertus 2 (Kals 2004) was rarely reported. In the autumn of 
2006 the bird stayed in Northern Tyrol but later on its trace was lost. Photos taken near the Großglockner 
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in June and in the Radstädter Tauern in July 2007 show Hubertus 2 in these areas, so it seems the bird 
moved eastwards. At least since September 2007, one four year old bird has been flying in the eastern 
part of the national park together with an unknown adult individual. Due to the regular observations of a 
red ring, the immature bird in this new pair could be verified as Hubertus 2.  

Escalero‘s nest partner BG 465, Doraja (Fusch 2005), which was recaptured in 2005 because of lead 
poisoning and was re-released in August 2006, stayed around the Hollersbach-valley in Salzburg for the 
first two month of 2007. Then the bird changed to the southern slopes of the alps (Heiligenblut/Kals).  
There it had to bare some differences with the territorial bird BG 138, Nicola (Rauris 1991). After that, 
Doraja disappeared, but was seen again in July in the Salzburger Sulzbach-valley. From now on, it 
moved slowly westwards. Except of a short flight to Vorarlberg the bird stayed in the Stubaier-alps since 
October and was reported regularly in the last months. 

BG 498, Tauernwind (Mallnitz 2006), was only sighted in January in Northern Tyrol. In March and April 
the male bird was identified in Graubünden, Switzerland. Then, no observations for a long time are 
known, but in November the bird appeared again in the Ötz-valley in Northen Tyrol. After this time 
Tauernwind wasn‘t seen anymore. Unfortunately there are some faint manifestions, that the bird was shot 
in the Ötz-valley. 

The second bird released in Mallnitz 2006, BG 497, Portobello, was identified in the Ankogel-alps 
(Carinthia) in April and after August sporadically in the Ötz-valley as well as in the Stubaier-alps in 
Northern Tyrol. 

As in the last years the southern parts of Northern Tyrol have been visited often by immature Bearded 
Vultures released in other countries. So BG 494, Voltoi was identified for two times and BG 495, 
Temperatio (both birds Stelvio 2006) was also in the Ötz-valley in October. 

Additionally to these observations, several other sightings between Vorarlberg and Styria belong to 
unidentified birds. The most eastern observation was made in autumn on the Schneealpe near to the 
border of Lower Austria. 

Subadult and adult birds 
BG 138, Nicola (Rauris 1991) is still the most frequently observed adult bird. This vulture kept its 
territory in the area of Heiligenblut (Carinthia), Rauris (Salzburg) and Kals (Eastern Tyrol) until 
September. Then movements to Eastern Tyrol became more frequent and the bird was seen there again 
and again. Most observations were made in the territory of an adult bird (suspected as BG 296, Jackpot 3, 
Rauris 1998), which was flying together with the immature bird BG 462, Escalero (Rauris 2005) since 
February. Hard struggles with Escalero were observed for two times. 

The birds forming the only Austrian Bearded Vulture pair in the last years are still using the Gastein-
valley in Salzburg as the core area of their territory. They are BG 260, Andreas Hofer (Rauris 1996) and 
probably BG 112, Colleen (Rauris 1989). This pair started another breeding attempt in 2007, but one 
more time it failed.  

Interesting developments can also be reported from the areas eastwards of the Ankogel-alps in Carinthia 
and in the Samnaun-alps and the Verwall-alps. 

Eastwards of the Ankogel-alps sporadic sightings of an adult bird were made until summer. For a long 
time it seemed that this bird is Nicola confirmed in this area due to a photo. But simultaneous 
observations of more different adult birds revealed Nicola frequenting more often the Tyrolean part of the 
national park and another unknown adult bird is occupying the territory eastwards of the Ankogel alps. 
This unknown bird started a relationship with an immature bird assumed to be BG 446, Hubertus 2 (Kals 
2004). In the moment, both birds can be observed several  times a week. 
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In the southern parts of Northern Tyrol, adult Bearded Vultures have been sighted sporadically in the 
Samnaun alps and the Verwall alps, in particular  in spring. Then the number of observations dropped and 
so in 2007 no indications of a new pair could be detected.  

Other isolated observations of adult birds came from Vorarlberg. Although a lot of training was done for 
hunters and other groups, the monitoring network has different densities over Austria.  

Additionally on the 16th  and 17th of June one adult bird was reported in the Nationalpark of 
Berchtesgaden. 

At the moment the Bearded Vulture Team estimates that at least eight adult birds have there territory in 
the Austrian alps. 

WESTERN ALPS OBSERVER NETWORK      

By  Luca Giraudo 
Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime, Piazza Regina Elena n. 30, I-12010 Valdieri, Italy. parcalma@tin.it

In 2008, the Western Alps Observer Network will celebrate its 15th anniversary. We can safely say that it 
excellently has carried out the task for which it had been formed. Its aims have been to collect reports of 
Bearded Vulture sightings, to increase awareness of this species and to convey information to all those 
involved.  

In 2007, the constitution of the Western Alps Observer Network was formalised. The original members 
and those who joined subsequently (see table) subscribed officially to the network.  

The aim of this last stage is to develop further collaboration between the various members, in order to 
improve data collection and monitoring over a long period. We feel that strengthening the group spirit can 
only help increase the mutual knowledge that is needed to follow-up birds that are settling and to monitor 
the evolution of  the population of Bearded Vultures in the Alps. 

MONITORING IN THE WESTERN PIEDMONTESE ALPS  

By Luca Giraudo & Laura Martinelli 
Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime, Piazza Regina Elena n. 30, I-12010 Valdieri, Italy. parcalma@tin.it  

Western Alps Observer Network 
In the period between 16th December 2006 and 11th October 2007, the Western Alps Observer Network 
collected reports of 241 sightings, these were collected by programmed monitoring and from occasional 
sightings by 98 observers. 



47

The sightings come from two provinces, Cuneo and Turin. In this area, a number of adults are settling. 
The valleys that are frequented in particular are Maira, Varaita, Susa, Lanzo and Orco. Monitoring is 
particularly intense in these areas and is co-ordinated by local members. 

Six Adults have been sighted (among these BG 229Firmin (Mercantour 1995), BG 370Roure
(Mercantour 2001) and BG 311Roubion (Mercantour 1999). Two sub-adults (including BG 388 Paolo 
Peila (Argentera 2002), some immature unmarked birds (including BG 433Blangiàr (Argentera 2004) 
and four young or immature marked individuals - BG 459Swaro (Doran 2005), BG 488Michegabri
(Argentera 2006), BG 491Cuneobirding (Argentera 2006) and BG 520Fontvieille (Mercantour 2007). 

In particular the young marked birds were sighted as follows: 

SwaroBG 459 seen from 5th of January 2007 to 18th of January 2007 between the Varaita and Maira 
valleys, were it was present last winter; 

Paolo PeilaBG 388 seen throughout the year in Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime; 

MichegabriBG 488 seen from  16th to 24th of December 2006 in valle Varaita, on 31st of December 2006 
in val Susa, on 31st of January 2007 in val Maira and on 18th of March 2007  and then on 16th of 
September 2007 in val Susa, on 24th of November 2007 in Ubaye, just over the French border; 

CuneobirdingBG 491 seen on 14th of April 2007 in valle Stura and on 6th of May 2007 in valle Gesso; 

Blangiàr BG 435 seen all year in the Park around Entracque; 

FontvieilleBG 520 was seen on 13th of October in valle Gesso. 

Michegabri is an interesting case in that it is one of the marked vultures with the highest number of 
sightings. 

November 2007 saw the recurrence of the traditional international observation day, which was organised 
with the help of a large number of colleagues and volunteers. Unfortunately bad weather over the Eastern 
Alps meant that a complete result was not obtained.

On our side of the Alps, covered by the Western Alps Observer Network, one adult and one sub-adult in 
its fourth year were sighted in the upper Susa valley. One marked immature bird (Michegabri) in valle 
Varaita and one adult and an immature individual in upper valle Maira. 75 people were involved, to 
whom we offer our thanks. In the days prior to this, an unclassified bird was seen in Val Troncea on 8th of 
November 2007, an immature vulture in its 3rd year and one subadult in its 5th year in valle Gesso on 
28/10/07 (and again on 16th of November 2007). 

Our thanks go to: 
Alessandria Gianfranco, Augusto Vigna Taglianti, Beraudo Pierluigi, Bergese Franco, Bertelli Bruno, Blangetti Fabrizio, Bottero Elisa, 
Cardo Nicoletta, Casse Ruggero, Chaulet Roberto, Decarolis Vincenzo, Di Rienzo Alfonso, Ferrero Giovanni, Gabutto Mauro, Gamba 
Corrado, Gaydou Federica, Giordano Michelangelo, Grillo Marco, Janavel Robi, Lista Daniela, Massara Paolo, Maurino Luca, Molino 
Simona, Nicolazzi Gabriella, Pane Andrea, Perello Giorgio, Perron Sergio, Rossetti Carlo, Rosso Massimo, Roux Poignant Giuseppe, 
Scampini Carlotta, Stocco Patrick, Vajra Marco, Zanella Andrea, Chiardola Stefano, Falchero Sergio e Luca, Macchetta Stefano, Tacci 
Alessandra, Landra Gabriele, Rinaudo Aldo, Bottero Marcello, Midulla Luca, Rando Elio, Siviero  Luigi, Valfrè Daniele, Allizond Franca, 
Avondetto Federico, Barale Alessio, Bronzino Guido, Chiardola Stefano, Costamagna Cristiano, Crepaldi Elena, Dellavalle Piero, Desderi 
Elena, Dutto Massimo, Fornero Cinzia, Ghione Giuseppe, Giovo Marco, Ferrero Giuseppe, Landra Pietro, Levi Daniele, Madoni Nicolò, 
Marucco Francesca, Mazza Isabella, Milanesio Barbara, Pascal Roberto, Pettavino Massimo, Renzo David, Ribetto Gianfranco, Richard 
Guglielmo, Rinaudo Aldo Rossetti Carlo, Russelli Giuseppe, Sattanino Giorgio, Soubeiran Monica, Superina Elena, Cimenti Carlalberto, 
Correndo Paolo, Favero Marco, Pace Ivan, Lunati Marco, Tommasini, Oppi Gianni, Pace Marco, Toffoli Roberto, Costanzi Alessandro, 
Inaudi Simona, Pecollo Daniele, Rostagno Fabrizio, Bellone Cesare; Reteuna Daniele, Cibonfa Roberto, Ramassa Elisa, Molino Simona, 
Marre Paolo, Casse Ruggiero, Penazzi Enrico, Rossetti Carlo, Corti Roberto, Cardinali Luciano, Avanzinelli Elisa, Dijaux Agnese, Paolo 
Marotto, Elena Livaldi, Guido Cirone, P. Yulitta, M. Gonin, P.A. Ronfetto, M. Salsotto del Corpo Forestale dello Stato di Torre Pellice, 
R.Bertin,  R. Bertin, N. Basso, L. Giovo, C. Bertinat, Lingua Antonio  coordinatore delle Guardie Ecologiche Volontarie della Provincia di 
Torino, F. Avondetto, N. Malavenda, F. Granero e alla Dott. M. Bigo del Settore Ambiente della Comunità Montana Val Pellice, Giuseppe 
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Andrione, Giovanni Scago, Carlo Marietta, Orietta Ravicchio, Margherita Chiola, Lucia Francesia. Usseglio Bruno, Rosselli Domenico, 
Boetto Enrico,Rizzo Aldo, Quercia Ilenia, Bourlot Marcello.
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MONITORING IN THE PROVINCE OF CUNEO                       
By Luca Giraudo & Laura Martinelli 
Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime, Piazza Regina Elena n. 30, I-12010 Valdieri, Italy. parcalma@tin.it  

Monitoring of the Bearded Vultures that are stable or settling in the Province of Cuneo, is done by the 
Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime. The situation here is still evolving, and the stable situation seen in other 
parts of the Alps has not yet been reached. The seasons pass and the presence of various birds has been 
observed over a greater or a smaller area with a fidelity to their sites that was not always constant. 
Although they have been seen mating on several occasions, we have had no nesting yet. 

The constant presence of BG 433Blangiàr (Argentera 2004) and BG 388Paolo Peila (Argentera 2002) 
in the Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime since October 2005 has been confirmed. These two immature birds 
were released at the Gias Isterpis site. The same situation is occurring in valle Maira at that site with BG 
229Firmin (Mercantour 1995).  

Thanks to the enormous personal effort OF M ICHELANGELO GIORDANO and GABRIELLA NICOLAZZI the 
study of the changes in plumage of the various sub-adults and imperfect adults continues; their work 
means that we are able to follow the birds through their moults without losing track of their identification 
even when their leg rings are not visible. 

We would like to thank the many people who have given important information as to the presence of 
Bearded Vultures, their contribution is fundamental when the birds are flying outside the park, which is 
becoming increasingly common.

Monitoring in Val Pellice 
By Robi Janavel 
Comunità Montana Val Pellice 

Throughout the course of 2007 in Val Pellice there was only one Bearded Vulture sighting,  near the  
Rifugio Barbara L. m. 1730  (Bobbio Pellice), where two indeterminate birds flew over the area on the 
28th August for about an hour. 

Despite the fact that the international observation day on the 10th of November was disrupted by strong 
wind at high altitudes, the observation was carried out almost normally, in that only two zones out of the 
nine used in the past were omitted. 

No Bearded Vultures were seen, but four Golden Eagles formed a welcome backdrop to the eleven 
birdwatchers’ enthusiasm. 

MONITORING IN VAL TRONCEA
By Silvia Alberti 
Parco Naturale Val Troncea, Via della Pineta, frazione Ruà, 10060 - Pragelato, Italy. promozione.parco.valtroncea@ruparpiemonte.it

Between November 2006 and November 2007, the Bearded Vultures here have been frequenting the 
upper val Chisone more assiduously. 

On the ridge between the upper val Chisone (Pragelato – Usseaux) and the upper val Susa an adult and 
one bird about four years old were seen with a juvenile in its first year at the end of 2006. In 2007, one 
Bearded Vulture, (presumably the same four year old) was seen several times and photographed along a 
route between Monte Gran Costa (on the watershed val di Susa - val Chisone) – Pragelato – Monte 
Ruetas (between val Troncea and val Germanasca). 
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Another bird, almost the same age, 3-4 years, but with different head colouring, was filmed in val 
Troncea below the Colle del Bet. 

Some young Bearded Vultures frequented the upper valley: a bird in its first year around Balboutet and 
Pian dell’Alpe (in the area for over 2 months), probably the same seen in val Troncea in April; and one 
marked bird in val Troncea (markings almost certainly corresponding to those of BG 494Voltoi, released 
in Parco Nazionale dello Stelvio in 2006). 

Interesting presence for a short time between the end of August and the beginning of September of one or 
more Bearded Vultures at Champlas du Col (Sestriere). They were even seen pearched near the houses in 
an area of open fields, an area which has little affinity with their usual habitat. 

MONITORING IN ALTA VAL SUSA
By Giuseppe Roux Poignant 
Parco Naturale Gran Bosco di Salbertrand, Via Fransuà Fontan, 1 - 10050 Salbertrand (TO), Italy. parco.salbertrand@ruparpiemonte.it

The high numbers of wild and domestic ungulates and the certain presence of wolves settled in the upper 
Susa valley make it an ideal place for Bearded Vultures too. This is confirmed by the presence of an adult 
that has not left the area since March 2006, recently a sub-adult has joined it, seen flying along the ridges 
of the upper valley since July. This bird has kept two of its old internal secondary remiges on its left 
wing. We know these are longer and more pointed than the new feathers after the moult, this fact made 
the bird easy to identify on the number of occasions when it was sighted. 

Both of these individuals were also seen on the international observation day on the 10th of November. In 
addition to these, an immature unmarked Bearded Vulture was seen in August and September along the 
watershed between the val Susa and the val Chisone, and on the 2nd of August two immature birds were 
seen flying together, first in the Moncenisio area and a few hours later around Bardonecchia. On the 28th

of October Michegabri (BG 488, Argentera 2006) was seen soaring for a considerable time in the 
company of a sub-adult in the Vallonetto area, the same that was seen in the valleys around Bardonecchia 
in March.  

MONITORING IN THE VALLI DI LANZO IN 2007  
By Maurizio Chiereghin, Daniele Reteuna 

Gruppo Aquile & Avvoltoi delle Valli di Lanzo 

This year too there were 14 reported sightings in the Valli di Lanzo, all concentrated in the lower part of 
the valleys (Val d’Ala e Val di Viù), always over 2000m except for the sighting at Lago di Malciaussia 
(1800) in April.  

Among the birds reported there was one adult and at least four different juvenile or immature vultures. 

The day of the international observation no Bearded Vultures were seen due to the inclement weather, 
despite the fact that for the first time four sites were covered and seven volunteer ecological guards 
participated. 

MONITORING IN THE AOSTA VALLEY (GRAN PARADISO NATIONAL PARK EXCLUDED ) 

By Massimo Bocca, R. Facchini & A. Foieri 
Mont Avic Natural Park, Localitá Fabbrica, 164, Champdepraz Aosta 11020 Italy. parc.avic@libero.it or info@montavic.itm  

In the period from the 1st of December 2006 to the 30th of October 2007, 31 sightings (paper observation 
sheet and e-mail) have arrived to the Mont Avic Natural Park: two are referred to marked birds 
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(CuneobirdingBG 491, Argentera 2006 and probably Blangiar BG 433, Argentera 2004). 17 sightings 
are referred to immature unmarked birds; 10 are referred to adults and sub-adults and 2 to individuals 
whose age class has not been defined. 

Valdigne e Valgrisenche  
One marked bird (CuneobirdingBG 491) has been sighted in Valgrisenche during summer. A second one 
(probably Blangiar BG 433) has been sighted in Valdigne during early spring. In addition to the marked 
individuals, in this part of the Aosta Valley, three adults have been seen (one single individual and one 
couple) together with one unspecified age individual and an unquantified number of immature. 

Valpelline, vallone di St. Barthélemy e Valle d’Ayas 
In December 2006, one unmarked individual has been sighted; in spring 2007 one adult and during 
summer one  unspecified age individual, have been seen. 

Valle di Cogne e Valle di Champorcher 
In December 2006, and in summer 2007, two immature have been  sighted. 

We acknowledge CORPO FORESTALE OF AOSTA VALLEY  and  PAOLO and LAURA FASCE for collaboration. 

REGARDING THE NEST SITE OF BEARDED VULTURE GYPAETUS BARBATUS IN SARDINIA 

(ITALY ) 
By Marcello Grussu, Vittorio Asuni, Antonio Fadda, Maurizio Medda & Mario Pappacoda  

Gruppo Ornitologico Sardo, C.P. 209/ C, 09045 Quartu Sant’Elena, Cagliari, Sardegna/Italy. porphyrio@tiscali.it

Abstract – this paper examines the characteristics of one old nest of Bearded Vulture found near Urzulei (Nuoro, central 
Sardinia). The nest is unusual in several respects. It is situated on the lower third of the cliff-face and at just 4.5 m above the 
ground and  at 600 meters asl. These measures are inferior to those recorded for the species in the Western Palearctic where the 
lowest nest-buildings was of 8-10 meters from the ground and at least to 700 meters asl. Despite being easily reached by 
ground predators and the existence of other alternative sites close by; this particular site was probably chosen due to other 
favourable conditions of the area including the protection from bad weather and the quiet surrounding environment. The cliff 
of nest-building is distant from possible human-made disturbances such as roads and villages; and is surrounded by favourable 
habitat for the search of food.    

Key words - Bearded Vulture, Gypaetus barbatus, nest selection, low height on the ground, Sardinia.   

The Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus usually in high, inaccessible mountain areas, it is not exclusively 
a bird of such remote environments, and nest sites may be located between 700 and 4.500 m ASL (GLUTZ 
VON BLOTZHEIM et al. 1971, HIRALDO et al. 1979). In the XIX century its breeding range in the Western 
Palearctic notably contracted and presently it is limited to the mountainous areas of the Pyrenees (Spain 
and France), the southern Balkans, Corsica, Crete, Turkey, Caucasus, Morocco, Algeria and Egypt 
(FERGUSON-LEES & CHRISTIE 2005). Recently, it’s being reintroduced in the Alps (Austria, Switzerland, 
and Italy) within an International Project of the WWF and the Frankfurt Zoological Society. Habitat 
selection of the species in the Western Palearctic was discussed by GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM et al. (1971), 
HIRALDO et al. (1979), CRAMP &  SIMMONS (1980) and TERRASSE (2001), but little has been published on 
nest-site selection. DONÁZAR et al. (1993) examined the influence of habitat type and reproductive 
success, but not describe nest-site preferences.   

They did not include enough information regarding the height from the ground of the nests of the species 
in the Western Palearctic. GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM et al. (1971) furnished only generic information while 
HIRALDO et al. (1979), point out only the height range of the species in the Iberian Peninsula.     



52

In the absence of precise bibliographical data, we therefore hold some interesting considerations 
regarding this matter starting from the analysis of one old nest in Sardinia (Italy).   

Nest site selection in Sardinia   
The Bearded Vulture was exterminated as a breeding bird in Sardinia during 1968-70, but erratic 
individuals of the population of Corsica are recorded irregularly up to the beginning of this century in the 
northern and central part of the island (GRUSSU 2001 and unpublished data). In June 1926, the Swiss 
naturalist CARL STEMMLER, visited an occupied Bearded Vulture’s nest in Sardinia by some local guides 
in the Urzulei region (Nuoro). The nest contained a well grown juvenile almost ready to fledge and 
STEMMLER (1932) took the opportunity to pick up original observations on the species’ reproductive 
biology and obtained a series of photographs of the pair with the chick. Using STEMMLER’S notes and 
photographs, we have recently relocated this old nest site. The nest site lies in the deepest part in the 
valley of the Codula di Luna among jagged crags and surrounded by open areas with scattered woodland. 

The nest-site itself is located in a recess in a calcareous cliff, the cliff being c. 25 m high. Below this lies a 
steep, rock-covered slope with scattered trees including Holm Oak Quercus ilex and Western Prickly 
Juniper Juniperus oxycedrus. The nest-hole is a tall round area around 3 m, situated c. 4.5 m above the 
base of the cliff and faces SSW. STEMMLER noted that the nest measured 2 x 3 m, with a depth of c. 20 
cm. It was constructed from branches and thinner twigs, and the nest cup was lined with an abundant 
layer of hair from Domestic Goat Capra hircus and Domestic sheep Ovis aries; inside the nest fingernails 
of Domestic sheep and Domestic Goat, the collar of a Dog Canis l. familiaris and a lot of feathers of 
Bearded Vulture were recovered.  

Unfortunately we don't know whether this nest was used after 1926 from the species; but after the results 
of STEMMLER (1932) and the photographic report of the nest, the local guides took the young Bearded 
Vulture to the zoo of Budapest. In May 2005, I noted that the nest site still contained small branches from 
the old nest, suggesting that it had been used subsequently, either by Bearded Vultures or one of the other 
large predators still present in this valley: Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus (present up to c.1990), Golden 
Eagle Aquila chrysaetos, Common Buzzard Buteo buteo or Common Raven Corvus corax.

Habitat selection elsewhere in the Western Palearctic   
One does not find any reference on any precise data on the height of breeding of the Bearded Vulture in 
the Western Palearctic. No indication on this aspect of the reproduction is furnished by CRAMP & 

A well grown juvenile of Bearded Vulture Gypaetus 
barbatus in the nest in Sardinia, June 1926. Codula di 
Luna valley, Urzulei (Carl Stemmler; collection Dr. 
Gret Lutz-Stemmler). 
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SIMMONS (1980) and TERRASSE (2001); while GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM et. al. (1971) generically point out 
that the Bearded Vulture usually nests in tall rocky cliffs and that a great part of the nests in Europe can 
be reached only by lowering with some ropes. For Europe, I have found unpublished data on this aspect 
of the biology for the Pyrenees mountains (France and Spain) and for Corsica (France). In these areas the 
population of the species is monitored well for different decades and numerous studies on the breeding 
have been carried out. In the Pyrenees, R. HEREDIA (unpublished data) noted that some Bearded Vulture 
nests are situated 8-10 meters above the ground, and also described a site that was readily accessible on 
foot without any hassle, although the nest itself was in a cave at the foot of a 50-m cliff. In addition, 
always in this area, in the Navarra region, J. - F. TERRASSE (unpublished data) in 1965 found one nest 
situated 7-10 m from the ground, and built on a small crag adjacent to a higher cliff c. 30-40 hight. In 
addition, at the site near Pamplona, a nest is located 12–15 m above the ground on a crag adjacent to an 
asphalt road. This nest was occupied but unsuccessful in 1986; the adults returned and possibly nested 
again in 1987, although the outcome was unknown (J. ELOSEGUI ALDASORO unpublished data). 

In nearby Corsica, Bearded Vulture nests are usually located on high cliffs, mostly 15 to 200 m above 
ground, although one nest is just 10 m above the ground; but all these nests are inaccessible to humans 
(G. FAGGIO & J. - F. SEGUIN unpublished data). 

Outside the Western Palearctic, GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM et. al. (1971) point out that in central Asia the 
breeding of the species can also be confined in low rocks and that in some zones they are easily 
accessible; however HIRALDO et al. (1979) point out a nest in Kashmir (India /Pakistan) built on a tree at 
4 meters above the ground. However, in Southern Africa (South Africa, Lesotho), the Bearded Vulture 
usually nests in hollow sites higher than 20 meters (BROWN et al. 1988; S. KRUEGER unpublished data).   

Discussion   
The nest site at Codula di Luna is unusual in several respects. It is situated on the lower third of the cliff-
face and at just 4.5 m above the ground is exceptionally low. Owing to the particular configuration of the 
rock around the nest hole, it is accessible to mammalian predators including Red Fox Vulpes vulpes and 
Wild Cat Felis silvestris, as well as to human disturbance. 

At just 600 m asl, the breeding site is exceptionally low, and below the lower limit of 700 m quoted by 
GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM et al. (1971) and HIRALDO et al. (1979). 

These aspects of the breeding site are in contrast with other parts of the range. In fact, DONÁZAR et al. 
(1993) noticed that in Spain (Pyrenees mountains) the nests are mainly positioned in the median part of 
the cliff. Also in the Caucasus (Georgia), GAVASHELISHVILI  & MCGRADY (2006) noticed a minimum 
distance of 8 meters from the inferior part of the nest to the next access below the hollow of the nest in a 
sample of 28 nests, while in Southern Africa one nest is situated around 4-5 meters above the ground, 
however inaccessible to the predators (S. KRUEGER unpublished data).   

Why did the pairs of Bearded Vulture breeding in the Codula di Luna build their nest in an area so 
exposed?   

In Spain, DONÁZAR et al. (1993), analyzed the selection of the habitat of breeding of the species, and 
more precisely the choice of the location of the nest of the Bearded Vulture. In particular 13 
representative variabilities including the physical-geographical characteristics, the use of the ground and 
the gradient of human disturbance were examined in 111 cliffs with nests of the species, referable to 37 
different territories of breeding. Other 111 cliffs without nests, selected at random, were used to evaluate 
the availability of breeding habitat for the species. The results of this analysis have underlined that, in 
general, the species is very selective in the choice of the breeding cliff and only one part of the cliff is 
used. Particularly, the species has the tendency to build the nest in the most uneven areas and in the cliffs 
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of superior height to the available average measure. Besides, the pairs that nest in the most uneven areas 
have a superior productivity compared to the others.    

The reason for choosing these uneven areas is that these, unlike the others, are frequently struck by winds, 
and therefore allow to locate areas close to the nest where they can break the bones and limit human 
access (and therefore disturbance). In addition to this, reproductive success is directly correlated with the 
low density of other pairs in the area. Another variable that positively influences the reproductive success 
is related to the distance from human-made disturbances such as asphalted roads and urban areas. This 
last variable and its influence in the reproduction of the species has also been obtained in Caucasus from 
GAVASHELISHVILI  & MCGRADY (2006).   

The nest of Codula di Luna is surrounded by open areas with a good percentage of wooded coverage and 
therefore a fundamental habitat for the search of food (CRAMP & SIMMONS 1980, GAVASHELISHVILI  & 
MCGRADY 2006). The actual human disturbance, calculated with the parameters of DONÁZAR et al. 
(1993) and GAVASHELISHVILI  & MCGRADY (2006) is extremely limited and was even more in the years 
around 1926.    

Therefore, despite in the same cliff and in close neighbourhood ones, other alternative nest sites could be 
found, they still chose this hollow site (GRUSSU unpublished data), one can conclude that this site has 
particularly favourable conditions for breeding like protection against the dominant winds and other bad 
weather conditions, and the relative tranquillity of the site but it still remains extraordinary for the 
uniqueness of the construction. 
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BEARDED VULTURE (GYPAETUS BARBATUS): BREEDING SEASON 2007 IN THE STELVIO 

NATIONAL PARK
By Enrico Bassi*, Luca Pedrotti* and Alberto Ricci** 
* Parco Nazionale dello Stelvio, Via Monte Braulio 58, I-20302 Bormio (SO), Italy. info@stelviopark.it. 
** Coordinamento Territoriale per l’Ambiente - Bormio, , Via Monte Braulio 58, I-20302 Bormio (SO), Italy. info@stelviopark.it. 

Since 1998, three pairs settled within the borders of Lombardy sector of Stelvio National Park (one of 
them established in 2002). Up to now they reproduced 25 times, 20 of which have been successful.   
Since 2006, a new pair located in the area of the Livigno lake – Val Müstair has been originated, very 
close to the Italian border. In 2007, this pair built a nest in Switzerland, 200 m away from the Stelvio NP 
border.  

The breeding pair, constituted by “Rätia” (BG 357, Martell 2000) and “Livigno” (BGW 08, 2000), an 
offspring of the neighbouring Livigno pair, raised a young called “Heinz-Serraglio”, (BGW45), which 
left its nest on 30th of July.     

With respect to the breeding ecology of the three successful pairs (Braulio, Livigno and Zebrù), we record 
a mean productivity of 0.8 (fledged young/checked pairs) in the period 1998-2007 with 20 successful 
breeding attempts (80%) and 5 failed breeding attempts (20%), two of which (40%) failed during 
incubation and three (60%) during hatching phase. 

In 2007, pair “Braulio” (Jo, BG 169, Engadine 1992 & Tell, BG 283, Engadine 1997) started breeding in 
January 2007 (first obs.: 16th of January); hatching took place on 12th of March and the juvenile (Arturo-
Braulio, BGW49) fledged before 3rd of July 2007. 

The breeding phases of pair “Livigno” (constituted by Cic, BG 186, Engadine 1993 and Moische, BG
146, Engadine 1991) were also very advanced: egg laying occurred in January (first obs.: 28th of January 
07 ), hatching was about 24th of March (± 5 days) and the fledging of the juvenile (Alois-Dardaligno, 
BGW50) happened before 1st of July 07. 

Pair “Zebrù”, constituted by Diana, BG 139, Rauris 1991 and a free born son of her and Mauritio (BG 
264, Engadine 1996) nested in the usual nest site. Egg laying occurred before the end of January (24 th of 
January, first obs.), hatching around the 24 th of March and the young (Walter Zebru, BGW51) fledged 
between the 30 th June and the 2 th of July.  

As a comparison we see the overall mean of the breeding parameters collected for all the Stelvio NP pairs 
and the mean for each pair. We can notice that all the reproductive events took place in larger advance 
compared with previous years (see TABLE 1). The difference recorded in the breeding season 2007 consist 
on 11-15 days in advance than the means reported for each pair and for all pairs. 
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Table 1. Data of the reproductive events recorded in the breeding season 2007 compared with the mean data 
recorded in the period 1998-2007 (mean data are reported for each pair and for total pairs). 

2007 Laying 
� Pair Mean; 
� Tot Mean 

Hatching 
� Pair Mean; 
� Tot Mean 

Fledging 
� Pair Mean; 
� Tot Mean 

BRA 16 jan 
- 8 days; 
- 14 days 

12 mar 
- 8 days; 
- 10 days 

Before 
3 july 

- 12 days; 
- 11 days 

LIV 28 jan 
- 4 days; 
- 2 days 24 mar 

- 4days; 
+ 4 days 

Before 
1 july 

- 11 days; 
- 13 days 

ZEB 24 jan 
- 9 days; 
- 6 days 

24 mar ±5 days  
30 jun - 

2 jul 
- 15 days; 
- 13 days 

Every year the Stelvio National Park coordinates two simultaneous counts in order to monitor the 
population of large raptors (Bearded Vulture and Golden Eagle). Counts are set in autumn/winter and in 
winter (see TABLE 2). 
During these observations a majority of adults was counted whereas floaters and juveniles recorded are 
very few.  
In March 2007, after the discovery of the 4th pair, we knew the presence of eight adults in the Stelvio area 
that we expected to check during our simultaneous observations. On the contrary we have noticed that the 
number of observed adults (between 9 and 10) exceeded the number of expected adults. 

Table 2. Results of the simultaneous counts in the Stelvio NP area (light blue: autumn/winter; yellow: winter)  

Year known pairs N° adults N° subad N° imm/juv N° not det Total birds 
2004 3 6 1 7 
2005 3 6 1 1 8 

2005 3 6 1 7 
2006 3 6 6 

2006 4 6 3 2 11 
2007 4 9 (10?) 1 1 11 (12?) 

The area of Lombardia sector in Stelvio National Park still plays an important role in Bearded vulture 
conservation and in the reintroduction project in the Alps.  
Large availability of areas above tree line and nest-building sites and high wild ungulate density, make 
Stelvio Park a very suitable area for Bearded vultures.  
This is confirmed by the presence of the stable pairs and their offspring as well as by several Bearded 
vultures, coming from other release site, that occasionally fly on this area.  
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STATUS OF BEARDED VULTURE IN THE DAUPHINE AREA IN 2007
by Christian Couloumy 

Parc national des Ecrins, Place de l´Eglise, 05380 Châteauroux-les-Alpes, France. christian.couloumy@espaces-naturels.fr

After the years 2001 to 2005 where the presence of Bearded Vulture allowed all hopes of settling in 
Dauphine, 2006 marked a very significant decline in the number of observations (N = 29). In 2007, with 
sixty data, the area appears to be visited more frequently by birds.  
Two juveniles, including “Monaco” (BG 452, Mercantour 2005), are identified early February close from 
Queyras Natural Park. 
For almost a month in March, one adult was  tracking fairly regularly in the Durance Valley, between 
Embrunais and Vallouise. Several photographs have been taken, but do not determine the identity of the 
individual.  
The Queyras is visited occasionally by juveniles and also by one (or several adult birds) who may come 
from Haute-Ubaye where a pair was confined recently. Contacts also in the Devoluy massif.  
In early autumn, two Bearded Vultures, one juvenil and one subadulte, were observed on the Emparis 
region, north from Ecrins. They remain at least one month, sometimes in the company of Griffon vultures 
which have settlted in the area since 2006. 
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2ND
  BEARDED VULTURE       

OBSERVATION DAYS IN THE ALPS

8th-14th and 24th/25th November 2007 
By Richard Zink 

IBM, Hohe Tauern National Park / Owl- and Raptor Centre Haringsee , c/o Neuwiesgasse 17, A-1140 Vienna Austria.  
Email: monitoring@aon.at, web: www.gyp-monitoring.com

1. Introduction 
Last year (4th November 2006) the Bearded Vulture (Gypaetus barbatus) observation network initiated an 
“Alpine Bearded Vulture Observation Day” for the first time. The result has been astonishing. In total 
~65 birds could be individually identified throughout the Alps. 
Therefore the count event should be repeated in the year 2007. The aim was to get comparable results as 
kind of an index for population size. Since it is hardly possible to mobilise dozens of observers all over 
the Alps (188.000km2) the same day it was decided to differentiate between observations made during the 
envisaged focus time and those received within a puffer period of 2-3 days prior and after core times.
The months of October and November are suited for the locating of new territories. Nest building, 
copulations, synchronous flights etc. can be observed best during that time. After a fairly wet September, 
the weather conditions changed considerably in October 2007. Warm and sunny days seemed to be 
perfect circumstances for the count in the beginning of November. 
Unfortunately, the alpine winter started earlier than expected in some parts of the Alps. Not in every 
monitoring area the weather was as fine. Especially in the northern and central Alps heavy fog, rain and 
snowfall characterized the period around the 10th of November. Therefore it was proposed by ASTERS 
to repeat the count on Saturday the 24th (and Sunday the 25th) of November 2007. Many IBM partners 
shared this opinion and a second count was conducted. However the weather conditions turned out to be 
as bad as has been during the first core time. Consequently on the short term some local administrators 
cancelled their participation for the second count.

2. Methods and Data 
Thanks to the coordination of local IBM administrators, the synchronous counts could be planned mainly 
on the regional level. In total a considerable number of people went into the fields to count Bearded 
vultures and other Birds of Prey such as Golden eagles (Aquila chrysaetos). There was no special 
presetting except for the date of observation the documentation slightly differs between areas. From some 
areas the exact number and position of observers is known. Given the number of observers we can 
differentiate between observation spots with and without observations. Accordingly it is possible to 
circumscribe the monitoring area and figure out something like an index (e.g. observers/km2). Hence, we 
should consider a monitoring standard for the next Alpine Observation Days. 
The location of each observation spot was chosen by the local IBM administrators. On the international 
level is has proven helpful to mark the position of observers in a map. Even a map which circumscribes 
the entire area covered is valuable. Alternatively the coordinates of spotting positions can be exchanged 
and viewed in GIS. 
For identification and to harmonise age determination an identification booklet (produced by the Natural 
History Museum of Crete / University of Crete and the Hellenic Ornithological Society) was offered for 
download at the IBM homepage at www.gyp-monitoring.com. It is available in German, French and 
Italian language. The same homepage includes download options to get the latest update of marking 
pattern used for juvenile vultures in the Alps. 
To organize enough professional observers to cover important parts of the Alps is extensive work. 

3. Results 
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To summarise observations as accurately as possible it was necessary to join information communicated 
to the IBM office by email only with data hosted in the IBM data base. The entire information (data base 
and email communication) was pooled and serves as basis for this report. 
A query of the IBM data base on the 15th of December 2007 revealed 85 observations for the total period 
between 8th of November until 28th of November 2007. About half of the birds observed during that time 
have been classified to be at least seven years old and therefore fully mature (see TABLE 1). 

Table 1.Bearded vulture observations (8th to 28th of November 2007) queried from the IBM data base and 
classified according to the age of the birds. 

Age Class  Observations 
Juvenile (1st year) 4 
Immature (2nd year) 5 
Immature (3rd year) 11 
Sub-adult (4th year) 3 
Sub-adult (5th /6th year) 1 
Adult (>6th years) 43 
Juvenile / immature (?) 7 
Immature or sub-adult (?) 4 
Sub-adult or adult (?) 7 
Total 85 

Considering the information communicated by email it seems that several data still have to be added to 
the data base. The quantity of data is strongly biased by the effort to store the information in the online 
system (see TABLE 2).

Table 2.Origin of data stored in the IBM data base for the period 8 th -28 th of November 2007. Numbers of 
collecting centres are given in equation (up-to-datedness 20.12.07)

Collecting Centre  Observations 
Austria (2&4) 68 
Switzerland  (11) 1 
France (21&23) 2 
Italy (30 & 31) 11 
Total 90 

3.1. First Count 8th - 14th of November 
The monitoring efforts during the week of the first observation period resulted in 72 observations. The data 
includes couple sighting of the same individual. Anyway the huge number of observations is remarkable. Some 
data are exceptional interesting. For example the bird “Blick” was seen in Trento region. A picture could be taken 
and well documents that the bird was doing well before it had to be recaptured by Daniel Hegglin and stuff 
members of the Swiss National Park. The bird was located thanks to the GPS-GMS Transmitter and was found 
exhausted in the evening of 24th of November in a forest in eastern Switzerland. Several other birds (Doraja, 
Temperatio, Fontville, Rocca, Michegabri, Blick, Calce, Escalero, and Firmin) could be identified within the 
week of intensified survey. 
Due to high mobility double observations can be excluded only if observations are made more or less at 
the same time. To minimise the risk of double counts it makes sense to intensify the monitoring for a 
short period of time. This was the aim for the 10th of November.  
Almost every member of the International Bearded vulture Monitoring was willing to participate with his 
local team. The monitoring area thus covered would have been considerable. Good weather conditions all 
over the Alps are expected to be an important pre-condition. Unfortunately the weather was fairly bad on 
the northern slopes and in the central Alps on 10th of November. The survey nevertheless was carried out 
in the southern and western Alps. The efforts were worthwhile and a total of 24 observations could be 
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reported. This number can be put on a level with the number of individuals. Assuming the modelled 
population size for the Alps (>100 individuals) this may seem ridiculous but it is not. On that day not one 
single observation was made in the northern Alps. 
In most of the areas the precise location of observers has been registered. This was extremely useful for a 
better understanding on the international level. Moreover it gives an exact picture of the monitoring 
intensity. A good example is e.g. the area coordinated by CHRISTIAN COULOUMY. During the count the 
team of close to 100 people had favourable weather conditions. The observers were well positioned all 
over the area and a huge number of Golden eagles could be registered. However, that day only one single 
Bearded vulture was seen in the area. This result is valuable because a) Golden eagles serve as 
observation reference and b) the position of observers is an indicator for the monitoring intensity. In this 
case we have to say that “no result is also a result”. It is very interesting that hardly any Bearded vulture 
used the area. Unfortunately this may indicate that we have to wait some more time until Les Ecrins and 
le Queyras will be re-colonised. 
The observer Network in the Western Alps is a well established system since many years. It profits by the 
huge number of highly qualified ornithologists, Park rangers and other members. The coordination is 
done by LUCA GIRAUDO who provided the IBM with a similar precise map of observer locations. 
In the Regione d’ Aosta, the monitoring too was carried out by a huge number of observers. 
The number of adult birds continuously increased in the Southern Alps during the last years. This can be 
seen best in the Mercantour National Park. 
Thanks to HANS-PETER GUNSCH and KLAUS BLIEM  a monitoring team could be organised for the 10th, 
13th 15th and 24th of November. Several areas of the southern slopes in the Ötztaler Alpen (Südtirol) and 
the northern parts of Stilfserjoch National Park could be covered. Some results from the Ötztaler Alpen 
are of exception interest. For example the bird Temperatio (BG 495 Martell 2006) could be observed on 
four (4!) different observation spots on the same day. Thus it was possible to follow its movements and its 
contacts with other Bearded vultures in the area. 
Moreover HANS-PETER GUNSCH organised a team of 11 people for three days on the northern slopes of 
the national park. According to him the bird Zufall (BG 439, Martell 2006) was spotted at least once o the 
15th  of November. 
Unfortunately the weather conditions were extremely bad in Austria. Even though a high number of 
observers could be encouraged to survey the terrain the number of observed birds remained zero and the 
monitoring outcome marginal. 
It has to be mentioned that the Alpine Observation Days have always been used as a tool for public 
awareness. Especially in Austria the monitoring system is based on a broad network of 2600 voluntary 
observers. They are informed regularly by the “Bartgeier News”; a core team of 400 people is connected 
by the “Bartgeier Newsletter”. Additionally continuous public relation work is done e.g. in Journals, 
hunting magazines etc. This year the observation days have been announced in several local newspapers.

3.2. Second Count 22nd & 28th of November 
Because the northern and central Alps could not be monitored sufficiently around the 10th of November a 
second date was proposed by some IBM partners to enlarge the area effectively monitored at the same 
time. The date fixed was the 24th of November. Unfortunately the weather conditions did not 
significantly differ from that of 10th of November. Moreover for some partners it was not possible to 
organise monitoring teams of the same size and efficiency for a second time. This has to be understood 
especially in the case of our colleagues in the south-western Alps since their efforts were exceptional high 
for the first count.  
Between 22nd and 28th of November 31 observations have been reported so far. Within the core time on 
24th of November a number of 14 observations equals 14 different birds. Especially the territorial adults 
in the Vanoise National Park should be mentioned in this context. 

3.3. Population Size 
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It is tricky to think the alpine population can be estimated by the number of birds observed within a 
certain period (e.g. 8th and 28th of November). There is good reason to doubt that this can be done at all. 
That is why we urgently need the IBM data base. The data base differentiates between territorial and 
therefore rather stable birds on the one hand and vagrant birds on the other hand. Since the proportion of 
unmarked, unidentifiable birds steadily increases a precise census will not be possible in the future. But 
still our figures serve as indicator for the population size. They can be used for population modelling and 
interpolation of population size. 
Anyway it is possible to estimate the number of territorial birds and add the number of observed 
identified individuals for a certain period. Together with the data collected in the period of November all 
observation data since 1st of June 2007 have been analysed. As a result 17 birds could be identified 
during this period. 
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Table 3: Identified birds between 1 st of June and 15 th of December 2007 

Bird Year of Birth 
Blangìar - ID:433 2004 
Blick – ID:524 2007 
Calce - ID:530 2007 
Doraja - ID:465 2005 
Escalero - ID:462 2005 
Firmin - ID:229 1995 
Fontvieille - ID:520 2007 
Michegabri - ID:488 2006 
Paolo Peila - ID:388 2002 
Portobello - ID:497 2006 
Rocca - ID:516 2007 
Romaris - ID:528 2007 
Samuel - ID:526 2007 
Temperatio - ID:495 2006 
Voltoi - ID:494 2006 
YB - ID:W43 2007 
Zufall - ID:493 2006 

With two exceptions the birds listed in the table above can be expected to be released and still more or 
less vagrant. YB is a chick born in nature and Firmin is already a settled mature bird. At the moment it 
lives solitarily. Thus 16 identified but vagrant birds remain. 
For some observations hypothesis about the identity of birds have been made (see TABLE 4). However 
this information is not sure enough to be used for population estimate. 

Table 4: Listed are hypotheses of bird identities. Data basis are all observation made between 1st of June and 15th 
of December 2007. 

Hypothese Year of Birth 
Alois - ID:W50 2007 
Andreas Hofer – ID:260 1996 
Assignat - ID:111  1989 
Bella Cha - ID:441 2004 
Berna – ID:263 1996 
Bingo – ID:350 2000 
Colleen - ID:112 1989 
Folio - ID:463 2005 
Hubertus 2 - ID:446 2004 
Jackpot 3 - ID:296 1998 
Joker - ID:420 2003 
Montblanc - ID:361 2000 
Nicola - ID:138 1991 
Pelat - ID:275 1997 
Roubion - ID:311 1999 
Veronika - ID:321 1999 

In the breeding season 2007 at least 18 territorial pairs (36 individuals) and several solitary mature birds (Stura, 
Sinestra, Heiligenblut, Ceresole, Pralognan, Mercantour 1,2,3 etc. ) have been identified. The estimation of solitary 
adults is more complex. It will take some time until all of them have been entered in the online data base. Therefore 
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they are not considered in the calculation below. Ten chicks have been raised successfully and fledged in 
summer/autumn 2007. 

The number of birds that occupied territories together with the number of identified vagrant birds and the number 
of fledged unmarked birds is proposed to serve as simplified index for the Alpine population size. 

Most recently the Alpine Population Index would be 
18x2+16+10 = 62

It is important however, that this number is an index and not at all a total of the population. 
To increase accuracy solitary territorial birds should be entered in the reduction menu starting right now. If this is 
the case the result of the formula finally shall be: 

Territorial individuals (pairs and solitary birds) + vagrant identified birds + fledged 
unmarked birds of the recent year +released birds of the recent year (if not included in 

vagrant birds) = Alpine Population Index 

Depending on the usage of the IBM data base this index could be calculated for the next Alpine Observation Days 
in 2008 hopefully. 

4. Discussion & Outlook 
The Alpine Bearded vulture Observation Day has become an integrated part of the International Bearded vulture 
Monitoring. On the one hand it is a tool to raise public awareness and involve public into monitoring action. On the 
other hand the results are valuable to identify new territorial birds, differentiate between birds in close 
neighbourhood or census the population. Counting results strongly correlate with the weather conditions, the 
density of observers and the area covered during the survey. Unfortunately the weather hardly ever can be expected 
homogenous throughout the entire Alps. This complicates the handling and sometime results in frustration. 
However the entire results have been well worth seeing till now. 
It seems obvious that a complete population census is impossible to achieve today. This shall not be our aim in the 
future. In fact the counting result of Alpine Observation Days should be used as a relative index for the population 
size. The number of observed birds surely depends on a variety of factors such as population size, monitoring 
effort, habitat suitability of monitored areas, weather conditions etc. Except population size these factors can be 
measured if we care for some minimum standards. 

In the ideal case the location of observation spots should remain the same. Maybe it is even possible to 
persuade observers to care for the same observation point/line each year. In any case the position of each 
observer should be registered with coordinates. Everybody shall note the period of continuous 
observation time and observations of Golden eagle as a reference. Thus it would be possible to identify 
the effective area and period of monitoring. To harmonise data the following minimum fields are 
suggested. 

Table 5: Suggested minimum standard for the data exchange of the Alpine Observation Days 2008. 

Date 
Administration 
Monitoring Area 
Observation Spots 
Coordinate - X 
Coordinate - Y 
Observers 
Observation time 
Age of Bird 
ID of Bird 
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In order to profit from more stable weather conditions it is proposed to plan the Alpine Observation Day 
already in the second half of October. 
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INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFICATION OF FREE -LIVING BEARDED VULTURES (GYPAETUS 

BARBATUS) BASED ON FEATHER SAMPLES COLLECTED IN 2007 

By Barbara Hefti, Gautschi. 
Ecogenics GmbH, Wagistrasse 23, CH-8952 Zurich-Schlieren, Switzerland. info@ecogenics.ch. www.ecogenics.ch

MATERIAL AND METHODS

- Feather samples 
In 2007, 69 feather samples were collected in the field and sent to ECOGENICS. All but two old feathers collected in 
the nest Zebru were subject to DNA extraction using the protocol described in GAUTSCHI et al. (2003). To test for 
successful DNA extraction, the samples where used in a P2/P3 sexing PCR (GRIFFITHS et al. 1996). The PCR 
products were digested with the restriction enzyme HaeIII and the sex of the sample was determined by agarose gel 
electrophoreses as described in GRIFFITHS et al. (1996). 

Of the 52 samples that produced a product in this first sexing PCR, 38 were further analysed with 14 microsatellite 
DNA markers (GAUTSCHI et al. 2000). No genetic fingerprint could be obtained from down feathers collected on 
31.9.2007 at the foot of the nest in Pesey-Nancroix and on 22.9.2007 on a chamois carcass in Val Champagna 
Samedan. They probably are not of Bearded Vulture origin. 

- Genotyping ( = generating a genetic fingerprint) 
Because of low DNA quantity and quality resulting from extractions of moulted feather samples, each sample was 
genotyped 3 to 9 (i.e. multiple tube approach). That way the two most frequent genotyping errors (i.e. false alleles, 
and allelic-drop out (TABERLET et al. 1999) can be minimised. 

- Computer simulations  
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Paternity simulations were performed using the computer program CERVUS 2.0 (MARSHALL et al. 
1998) as described in the final report 2003. 

RESULTS

- Individual genotypes found in the database 
Sixteen of the 18 genotypes detected in the feather samples could be found in the database. 

- Feathers from birds released since 1996 
One feather of BG348 (Sereno) was found on 24.5.2007 below the nest site of Saint Paul sur 
Ubaye. 

Of BG359 (Pablo) a total of three feathers were collected in Dérborance, one feather on 23.6.2007 and two on 
17.8.2007 at the eyrie. 

Also at the eyrie of Dérborance one feather of BG299 (Gildo) and two of BG304 (Aisone) were found on 
17.8.2007. 

In the Val Sinestra one feather of BG393 (Stift) was collected below the sleeping place on 31.8.2007. 

Three feathers of BG395 (Martell) were found below the eyrie of the Val Tantermozza on 9.10.2007. 

In the Val Chamuera, two feathers from BG364 (Louis) were collected below the eyrie “Melna” on 16.10.2007. 

- Feathers from birds released before 1996 
Several genotypes could not be directly matched to an individual studbook number. However, they have been 
identified in feather samples from previous years. 

In Aravis, Passage du Saix a feather of GT028, a male offspring of the Bargy pair, was found on 1.9.2007. 

One feather of GT008, also a male offspring of the Bargy pair (and likely Phénix, BGW01), was collected at the 
foot of the nest in Peisey-Nancroix on 31.9.2007. 

Three feathers of a male offspring of the PAIR ZEBRU (GT001/BG264), GT026, were collected below the eyrie of 
the Val Tantermozza on 9.10.2007. 

In Serraglio, two feathers of GT023, a male offspring of the LIVIGNIO PAIR, were collected on 15.8.2007. 

In the Val Chamuera below the eyrie “Melna” two feathers of the female GT004 were collected on 16.10.2007. 
GT004 is an offspring of the BORMIO PAIR that existed after 2000 but before 2002 (i.e. GT002/ GT003). 

Below the eyrie of Braulio, two feather of GT003, a female offspring of the breeding pair BG017/BG070 were 
found on 26.7.2007. 

On 31.10.2007 two feathers of GT006 an other female offspring of the breeding pair BG017/BG070, were 
collected below the active nest of Livigno. 

Three feathers of GT001, a female that was first breeding in Bormio and then changed breeding  place and partner, 
were found below the active nest of Zebru on 16.10.2007. 

At the same place and date 3 feathers of GT029, an offspring of GT001 and GT002 (the FIRST PAIR OF BORMIO) 
were collected.  

- Individual genotypes not found in the database 
GT031 is a female offspring of the LIVIGNO PAIR (GT005/GT006). A single feather was found below the sleeping 
place in the Val Sinestra on 31.8.2007. 
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On 12.8.2007 a feather of GT032, a female offspring of the PAIR VAL D’I SÈRE (GT010/GT009) 
was collected in the Val Savarenche in Aosta. 
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BREEDING RESULTS OF THE BEARDED VULTURE (GYPAETUS BARBATUS) IN THE FRENCH 

PYRENEAN MOUNTAINS IN 2007 

By Martine Razin 
LPO-Coordination Casseur d´os., route Croix, F-64210 Ahetze, France. gypaete.martine.razin@wanadoo.fr

Sources: LPO, PNP, ONCFS, NMP, ONF, SAIAK, GOR, ANA, CRNC, FDC, OCL, APHM, etc. 

- 28 resident couples (26 couples and as in recent years 2 trios). They were all monitored. 

- Two new couples are not breeding and the other 26 can be considered breeders according to the 
definition used in the Spanish Pyrenees: the two breeding pairs situated the farthest west, didn’t lay 
eggs (there is heavy traffic in the area), and three other pairs may not have laid eggs. 

- 21 couples laid eggs 

- eight young fledged. 

- The productivity rate (chicks / monitored couples) and the success rate (chicks/eggs) are quite low 
for the French Pyrenees (0.29 and 0.38 respectively).  There are discrepancies between the central 
Pyrenees and the other regions, affected by climatic conditions very unfavourable in spring. 

- The egg laying rate is 75% (86% in 2006), the hatching rate is 67 % (75/ in 2006), the fledging rate 
is only 57% (83% in 2006). 

- No death cases were detected. 

THE BEARDED VULTURE (GYPAETUS BARBATUS)POPULATION IN THE SPANISH PYRENEES IN 2007 
Parameters and Reproductive results 

By Rafael Heredia 
Camino del Túnel n° 198, E-33203 Gijón, Spain. r.heredia@wanadoo.es

Study Area and Methods 



67

The population under study lives on the southern side of the Pyrennes and comprises three 
subpopulations: those in the Pyrennes, Pyrenean foothills and peripherical sierras. Together, they take in 
large areas of Aragón, Catalonia, Navarre and Basque Country regions. The total area of the species 
distibution in Spain comprises about 21.000 km2 and is rectangular –shaped, with sides approximately 
360 km long by 90 wide.
Population density was determined in the same way as in other large cliff breeding raptor species. Nest 
sites of breeding pairs were checked in the period of courtship and nest building, as well as during the 
development of juveniles up to their first flight. if data obtained proved to be insufficient, the pair was 
taken down as not checked. 
Breeding pairs were considered as such only when they had at least built a nest and had laid eggs. 
Territories where copulation and nest building had been recorded, but where no eggs were known to have 
been laid, were still considered only as territories.

Parameters of population 

Number of known pairs (territories):   number of occupied territories regardless of whether 
the occupying birds consisted on pairs, trios, adult 
plus subadult, area occupied by with at least one bird 
>4 years 
 reproducing birds or not. 

Number of breeding pairs:  number of breeding pairs regardless of whether 
breeding was successful or not but where eggs were 
known to have been laid. 

Number of controlled pairs/checked pairs:  their breeding performance was checked thereby 
yielding reproductive results. 

Number of nesting pairs/brooding pairs: pairs that laid eggs. Egglaying verified 

Number of successful pairs:   number of breeding pairs having successfully reared 
a young. 

Fledglings:  number of young known to have fledged
successfully

Parameters of the pairs  

productivity :  number of fledged young / checked pairs
breeding success:   number of fledged young / pairs which laid eggs (or 

brooding pair).
percentage of brooding pairs:  percentage of brooding pairs / checked pairs.
percentage of successful pairs:  percentage of successful pairs / brooding pairs.

Table 1: Overview on the Population in the southern part of the Pyrenees (Spain) in 2007 

Spanish Pyrenees 2007 
Number of occupied territories:  106 (9 with one adult) 
Number of breeding territories:  90 
Number of controlled breeding units:  85 
Number of fledglins:  25 
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Productivity (controlled breeding units):  0.29 25/85 young/controlled pair/year 
Productivity (total breeding units):  0.28 25/90 young/breeding unit/year 

Table 2. Comparison of the years 2004 to 2007 
2004 2005 2006 2007

Territory*      106 102 102 106
Territorial pair** 88 89 92 90
Identified Territorial pair*** 84 84 86 85
Fledglings 33 36 26 26

Productivity (fledgings/identified territorial pair) 0.39 0.43 0.30 0.29

Pairs did not start reproduction 25 (27%)
* area ocupied by individual/pair/trio with at least one bird >4 years 
** territory with an historical reproductive unit (the resident unit had breed once but not necessary in the period 04-07) 
***pairs with identified result in 2004/05/06/07 (named: controlled pairs)  

Figure 1:  Evolution of the Bearded Vulture productivity on the Spanish Pyrenees from 1984 to 2007. 

MORTALITY AND ACCIDENTS

Table 3. Summary of mortality in the Spanish Pyrenees 

Period: 1979 - 2007 poison power line shot others unknown (6) 
     

Evolution in Bearded Vulture
productivity in the Spanish Pyrenees

0
0,1
0,2
0,3
0,4
0,5
0,6
0,7
0,8
0,9

Productivity
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Total: (59)  46% 20% 12% 8% 14% 
     

Period: 2000 - 2007 
     

Total (34) 55% 12% 0% 12% 21% 
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Figure 2: Causes of mortality of Bearded Vulture in the Spanish Pyrenees (1979-2007) 46% poison; 20% power 
line; 12% shot; 8% others* (in “0thers” are included 5 birds: 1 intra-specific interaction; 1 nest fall; 2 infections; 
1 stress); 14% unknown  (in unknown are included 8 birds, 3 despite analysis) 

Sources and Acknowledgements

Grupo de Trabajo de Quebrantahuesos (Gypaetus barbatus) 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente (Dirección General para la Biodiversidad).
Aragón: Gobierno de Aragón (GA) Servicio de Conservación de la Biodiversidad. 
Cataluña: Departamento de Medi Ambient de la Generalitat de Catalunya.  
Navarra: Departamento de Medio Ambiente del Gobierno de Navarra. 
País Vasco: Departamento de Medio Ambiente. Diputaciones Forales de Álava y Guipúzcoa. 
Laboratorio Forense de Vida Silvestre (LFVS): Dr. Mauro Hernandez
Compiler: Rafael Heredia. Asesoría técnica para el  Quebrantahuesos (Ministerio de Medio Ambiente) 

THE 2007 ANNUAL INFORMATION MEETING

By Laura Fasce 
FCBV, Via G. d´Annunzio 2/112, I-16121 Genova, Italy. altore@fastwebnet.it

On the 26th of October in Zernez (Switzerland) the 26th Information Annual Meeting of the FCBV, hosted by the 
Stiftung pro Bartgeier and the National Park Engadina, took place. 
Paolo Fasce welcomed the participants, thanked the organizers and summarized the state of the Project: the high 
reproductive success of the wild pairs in 2007, the good results of the reintroduction in Andalusia, the new 
perspectives of releases in Sardinia (Italy) and Vercors (France). 
In this same Bulletin the complete reports, presented during the Meeting, are included with full details: here 
underneath only a short summary is reported.  
As usual, the first part of the Meeting was dedicated to the reports on the breeding network (by HANS FREY) and 
the releases 2007 in Austria (by MICHAEL KNOLLSEISEN), Switzerland (by DANIEL HEGGLIN) and Italy (by LUCA 
GIRAUDO). 
Then the reproduction of the wild pairs was exposed. 
In Austria (MICHAEL KNOLLSEISEN) again a failure had to be registered. Another adult pair is present and has built 
a nest in May. A third pair, with the only female fully adult, is observed. Due to heavy snowfalls, in the Northern 
mountains many sheep died and therefore a big concentration of young Bearded Vultures was observed in the 
region. 

Causes of mortality of Bearded Vulture in the Spanish 
Pirenees

46%

20%

12%

8%
14%

poison
power lines
shooting
others
unknown
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In Italy - Stelvio National Park – (ENRICO BASSI) three young were raised in 2007. 
In Switzerland – Engadin -  (DAVID JENNY) two young were raised by the pairs of Tantermozza and Serraglio; the 
pair of Albula did not reproduce and a single adult bird now occupies Sinestra, after many changes among the 
partners. 
Again in Switzerland – Valais – (RAPHAËL ARLETTAZ) the first successful reproduction after 122 years took place 
in Derborence. 
In France – Haute Savoie and Vanoise - (RICHARD ZINK , on behalf of MARIE ZIMMERMANN AND JEAN PIERRE 
MARTINOT, who could not attend the Meeting) 4 successful breeding (Val d’Isère, Termignon, Pesey Nancroix and 
Bargy) have to be registered; in Fiz the young was born, but died after one week. In Aravis eggs were laid, but the 
breeding failed, probably due to disturbance by some hunters. 
As for the situation in the wild, in Italy – National Park Gran Paradiso – (MARTINO NICOLINO) only solitary adult 
birds have been observed, as well as in France – Natural Park Ecrins – (CHRISTIAN COULOUMY). In Italy – Natural 
Park Alpi Marittime and Cuneo province – and France – Natural Park Mercantour -  (LUCA GIRAUDO, also on 
behalf of BENOÎT LEQUETTE, who could not attend) many adult and immature birds have been observed. A pair is 
formed in Ubaye (France) and not regular observations of a pair in Valle Varaita (Italy) have been done. Many of 
those birds have been identified. 
In the afternoon, PAOLO FASCE, on behalf of RAFAEL HEREDIA, MARTINE RAZIN , JEAN FRANÇOIS SEGUIN and 
STAVROS XIROUCHAKIS, who could not attend, presented the situation of the wild populations. 
In the Spanish Pyrenees 106 territories are occupied. 85 pairs were checked: 59 of them laid eggs and 25 young 
fledged. Productivity is therefore 0.29 (strong negative trend in the last 23 years) and breeding success 0.42. Poison 
is the main cause of death. 
In Andorra the only present breeding pair did not produce any young; out of 21 breeding pairs in the French 
Pyrenees, 14 gave birth to a chick. 8 young fledged (productivity = 0,31). Poison has caused few deaths, but no 
Bearded Vulture was surely killed by poison. In the region a program of poison monitoring is in act. 
In Crete (Greece) 3 young fledged in 2007. Unfortunately both partners of the pair Elaphonisi (Western Crete) have 
been poisoned. 
RAPHAËL ARLETTAZ presented the results of a demographic study, made to order of the FCBV, and conducted 
together with other authors, on the reintroduced population of the Bearded Vulture in the Alps. 
They evaluated all possible scenarios on the basis of the (relatively small) sample of the 150 released birds, their 
vital rates and fecundity estimates. They considered the impact of poison and further releases, as well as the 
tolerance to other risks. 
The model resulting from these data, after running 10.000 simulations, and considering the different possibilities to 
stop releases, gradually or immediately, stochastic environmental events, shows to be very conservative. 
The risk of extinction is practically null even under the worse conditions: only in case of poisoning of 2-3 birds 
associated to high natural losses, the risk raises.
No problem of inbreeding seems likely, but on the opposite, genetic variability can be important. 
In conclusion, the authors think that it would be possible to stop immediately the releases in the Alps and 
recommend: 

· To release in other regions 
· To invest in the genetic monitoring 
· To monitor carefully the breeding pairs and the fate of wild born chicks 
· To repeat periodically the analysis of the population. 

BARBARA HEFTI GAUTSCHI discussed on the genetic point of view stopping immediately the releases: she pointed 
out that this would surely mean a loss in genetic variability of the population. 
To avoid this loss, she recommends: 

· To continue releasing 
· To raise the release of  new founders 
· To try balancing the sex ratio 
· To create a genetic flow between breeding network and wild population, for instance capturing wild birds 

to include them in the network 
· To make selective releases in the future, to avoid inbreeding (by means of releasing birds with special 

genetic wealth and also choosing the release site, exploiting the philopatry) 
HANS FREY on behalf of MIGUEL SIMÒN reported on the excellent results of the release in Andalusia (Spain). 
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CARLO MURGIA reported on the progress in preparing the reintroduction of the Bearded Vulture in Sardinia (Italy), 
exposing what has been done to release Griffon Vultures (construction of aviaries, transfer of birds from Spain and 
so on), preliminary to the reintroduction of the Bearded Vulture. 
After thanking all participants and complimenting the perfect organization, the President PAOLO FASCE closed the 
meeting, announcing its venue in 2008 in Austria (Hohe Tauern). 

Laura Fasce 
Secretary of the FCBV   

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BREEDING CENTER    
NATUR- UND TIERPARK GOLDAU 2007 
By Martin Wehrle 
Natur- und Tierpark Goldau am Rigi, Parkstraße 40, CH-6410 Goldau, Schweiz. martin.wehrle@tierpark.ch

BG 174134135  x BG 118154155 laid their first egg on 6th of January 2007. Thie egg was incubated by the 
pair and hatched on the 28th of February.  The second eggwas laid on 14th of January 2007. The chick 
hatched on 8.3.07. The younger nestling had to be transferred to a foster pair BG 060034035 x BG 
091005006. It had to be additionally hand fed twice daily, because the foster parents did not feed 
sufficiently. That chick died because of a yolk sac infection on 12nd of March 2007. The first nestling, 
“Blick”, BG  524174118 was reintroduced in the Swiss National Park on 9th of June 2007. 

BG 060034035 x BG 091005006: The pair had one egg on the 29thof Janary 2007 but it proved to be 
infertile.  

Pair BG 145131132 x  BG 276199107 did not brood. 

The reintroduced bird “Blick” , BG 524, was recatched  close to the Swiss National Park on the 30th of 
November 2007 because it was noticed by the data of the radio transmitter that it did’nt move for three 
days. The bird was transported to the Clinic of the University in Zürich but no pathologic diagnosis could 
be made. After 5 days at the clinic, the bird was brought to the Breeding Center in Goldau for 
rehabilitation. 
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Livigno, BGW08, Livigno 2000 , carrying the leg of an ibex 

        
Photo: DAVID JENNY, SWITZERLAND - 15TH AUGUST 2007 
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