Artificial bath sites for colouring of Bearded Vultures
by Dr. Hans Frey

The artificial bath site for colouring is easy to set up. In the Krumltal in Rauris/Austria we have dug a shallow basin in the ground beside a small water course (little river). The basin should be about 80 x 60 cm wide and 20 cm deep (but not deeper!). We have used fast-curing concrete to make the bath waterproof. After setting up this concrete pool we have flushed it out with enough water (from the small water course) to get possible poisonous contents out of the concrete surface.
Then put the iron oxide rich material (mud) into the pool and add water to make it muddy. Now you should have an intense orange mud like a porridge. In summertime you have to add water regularly (approximately once a week) to keep the substrate wet and muddy, because the dry mud will not attract any bearded vultures.
The surrounding of the bath site should be covered with fine gravel. Otherwise too much soil will get into the pool, because the birds will walk in and out of the pool during the bathing procedure and bring soil into the pool.
The security needs of the vultures are very high during bathing. Therefore it is very important to choose a site where the vultures have a good overview and the possibility to escape (take off) easily.
